Scoil Phádraig NS Craanford Co. Wexford Class Novels:

Bill’s New Frock Anne Fine
Chapter One: A Really Awful Start 1-16:
1. Where was Bill standing when his mother walked into his room?  

2. How had he changed?

3. What question did his mother ask him?  
4. Why was Bill’s father in such a hurry?
5. How did the cat react to Bill? 

6. What did Mean Malcolm do when he saw Bill?

7. How did the Old Lady help Bill?

8. Who was at the school gates?
9. Where was Assembly held?

10. Why did the Headmaster look for helpers?

11. Why did Bill put his head in his hands?

12. Which part did Bill get to play in the story?
13. What did Bill ask Mrs. Collins about Rapunzel?

14. How was Bill “saved by the bell”?

Chapter Two:  The Wumpy Choo 17-27: 

1. Why didn’t Bill join in the football game?  

2. Where did the girls go in the playground?
3. What happened to the hopscotch lines as the girls tried to draw them?  

4. Where did Bill decide to go? 

5. Which “bet” were the other children talking about?

6. What prize was on offer?

7. What did Bill imagine a “wumpy choo” to be?
8. How did Bill end up on the ground?

9. What question did Martin ask Bill?
10. Describe the object that Martin gave to Bill?

11. How did Bill end up with a brown smudge on his frock?
12. What was a “wumpy choo”?
Chapter Three:  Pink, Pink, Nothing but Pink. 28-36: 

1. How did the pupils help to get ready for art?  

2. Where did Mrs. Collins send Leila?

3. Where had the crayons gone?  

4. Why did everyone gaze around the room? 

5. What did the class decide to paint?

6. Where did Bill have to sit?
7. Why didn’t Bill bother to say something?
8. Who did Bill feel like? 
9. Why did some of the class complain?

10. How did Bill feel about sitting there?

11. Who drew the picture of Bill on page 36?

12. What did Mrs. Collins say to Bill as she passed by?
Chapter Four: No Pockets 37-48: 

1. What was Mrs. Collins grateful for?  

2. What were they doing in class?

3. What did he stop to look at?  

4. What was his hand full of?

5. What was the school nurse carrying?
6. What did the nurse say to Bill?
7. Where did Bill think they kept their money?

8. How many steps did he go up?

9. What did the caretaker put on the pile?
10. What made his hands shake?
11. Why was Bill angry with the frock?

12. What had made Bill let all the items fall?
Chapter Five: The Big Fight 49-64: 

1. What was the weather like?  

2. What kind of mood was Mrs. Collins in?

3. What was in the storeroom?  

4. How did the children cause the noise and fuss? 

5. What did Bill hope for?
6. Why was Bill unhappy with the comic that Mrs. Collins gave to him?

7. What did Bill ask Melissa to do?

8. How did Bill end up in a fight with Rohan?

9. How did Mrs. Collins feel about the classroom fight?

10. What punishment did Mrs. Collins give to Bill and Rohan?

11. Describe the look on their faces?

12. What did some of the other children do as they tiptoed past?
       Chapter Six: Letting Paul Win 65-82:

1. What did the class do when the sun came out?
2. What did the puddles on the tarmac do?
3. Which P.E. activity did they do? 

4. Who had a serious illness when he was a baby?
5. Who was the person left over?  

6. What type of race did they play?

7. Who whispered into Bills ear?

8. Who did Astrid think would win?
9. What shapes did Bill see in the sky?

10. What did the girls plan for the race?
11. How did Bill do in following the plan?

12. How did the other girls feel immediately after the race?
13. How did Paul feel about coming second?

14. How did the other girls feel about how things had worked out?

Chapter Seven: Happy Ending 83-90: 

1. How did the clock hands seem to Bill?  

2. What did Mrs Collins say to Bill?
3. How did Bill feel about that day in school?
4.   What did mean Malcolm do to Bill?

5.   What did Bill do to mean Malcolm?  
6.  How did Bills mother react when she saw him?

7.  What did she say about Bill wearing a frock? 

8.   What happened when he put the jeans and shirt on?
9.   Where did Bill glance after changing his clothes?

10.  How did Bill feel after seeing his reflection?

11. What did he say to the cat about the day he’d experienced?

12. What did he repeat over and over to Bella?
Five other suggested activities to do based on this novel:

A. Compose ten questions to be used to interview Bill or his parents.
B. Write a book review of “Bill’s New Frock” in 20 sentences.
C. Write an alternative ending to the story.
D. Make a ten slide synopsis of the story in PowerPoint.
E. Tell the story from the viewpoint of Frock.
Can you find the following words from the novel in this wordsearch?
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