Scoil Phádraig NS Craanford Class Novels:

Kensuke’s Kingdom Michael Morpurgo
Chapter One: Peggy Sue 1-16:
1. Why did the author wait to tell the story of his disappearance?  

2. How old was he when he went missing?

3. How does the boy describe his dog?  

4. What did the boy do every day after school? 

5. What job did he have at weekends?

6. What did the family do together on Sundays?

7. What news was in the letter that the family received?
8. Where did Michael’s Dad go?

9. What had the he bought?

10. What plan did his Dad have for the family?

11. How did they prepare for their adventure?

12. What type of ship’s Captain was Michael’s Mum?

Chapter Two: Water, water everywhere 17-24: 

1. How much of the Earth’s surface is covered in water?  

2. What did they do when the sun shone?

3. Was there much to do for the three people on board?  

4. How did Stella Artois spend her time? 

5. Were they glad that they brought their dog?

6. What did Michael always keep close to him?

7. What did he believe about the ball?
8. What did Michael hope about the planned schoolwork?

9. Which topic did Michael’s Mum make a point of teaching him?
10. What hadn’t Michael not “really noticed” before?

11. What did Michael do when he was “on watch”?
12. How did Michael feel about “keeping a log”?

Chapter Three: Ship’s log 25-44: 

1. In Michael’s first log entry, how long have they been at sea?  

2. Why didn’t his parents let him take watch during the first two days at sea?

3. How was the weather in the Bay of Biscay?  

4. Which game did Michael’s parents play? 

5. Where did they sail after they left Spain?

6. Which of his own drawings does Michael think is his best one?

7. Where did they play a match on the beach?
8. Why didn’t the Christmas crackers actually crack?

9. What Christmas present did Michael get? 
10. Where did they sail to after leaving South America?

11. Why did Stella Artois fall overboard?

12. Who did they visit in Australia?

13. Where did they head for next?

14. How did Michael end up in the water?
Chapter Four: 45-68: 

1. What was the first thing that Michael thought about after falling overboard?  

2. What did he think that he saw?

3. What was it in fact?  

4. How did it help him?

5. Why did Michael begin to sing?

6. What did Michael imagine?

7. Where did he wake up?

8. Who else was there?

9. Why did he start to cry?
10. Which sound did Michael hear on the island?

11. Why did Michael climb up the hill?

12. What caused Michael the most bother?
13. How did Stella Artois help him in his first few hours on the island?

14. How did Michael feel when he woke up the next morning?

15. What was Stella doing?

16. What had someone left out for Michael?

17. How did Michael show his thanks?
18. Why did he want to stay close to the cave and rock all that day?

19. What did Michael try to do with the piece of glass?

20. Which animal did Michael think he saw?

21. What happened to his fire?

Chapter Five: 69-84: 

1. Why was Kensuke agitated?  

2. How did Stella Artois react to the old man?

3. What did Kensuke draw in the sand?  

4. Which line did he draw on his map? 

5. How did Michael feel about his dog being friendly to Kensuke?
6. Why did Michael spend the rest of the day in his cave?

7. Which thought didn’t bear dwelling on?

8. Why did Michael feel angry towards Kensuke?
9. What did Michael often spot Kensuke doing in the mornings?

10. How did the mosquitoes bother Michael?

11. What was Michael’s favourite part of the day?

12. Which gift did Kensuke leave for Michael?

Chapter Six: 85-98:

1. Why did Michael jump up and down and scream?  

2. What did Michael decide to build on Watch Hill?

3. What caused his despair to turn to anger?  

4. Why did Kensuke drag Michael out of the water? 

5. What did Michael make in the sand to jump on?

6. Describe the boat that Michael saw one morning?

7. What happened to his fireglass?

8. Why did Michael go for a swim?

9. Where did he see Kensuke?

10. Why was he shouting?

11. What happened to Michael in the water?

12. How did the pain affect Michael?
Chapter Seven: 99-116: 

1. What did Michael smell?  

2. Where did he think that he was?

3. Where was Michael when he opened his eyes?
4. How does Michael describe Kensuke’s cave?  

5. Why do you think that Michael couldn’t move? 

6. How did Stella let Michael know that she was there?

7. When did Michael see Kensuke smile for the first time?

8. How did Kensuke spend many hours each day?

9. What did Kensuke teach Michael out in the shallow water?

10. How did Kensuke invite Michael to begin painting?

11. Where did Kensuke get the hairs for his paintbrush?

12. What did Michael teach Kensuke in return for learning to paint?

13. What did Kensuke uncover?

14. What had Kensuke stored in his boat for Michael?
Chapter Eight: 117-130: 

1. Why did they go out to deeper water?  

2. What was Michael looking forward to hearing?

3. What was Kensuke’s job?  

4. What did Kensuke have to because of the war? 

5. How did Kensuke end up on the island?

6. What happened to his home city of Nagasaki?
7. Which soldiers came to the island?
8. How did the Americans feel about Nagasaki?
9. What did Kensuke learn from observing the orang-utans?

10. Who arrived on the island about a year ago?

11. How did Michael help Kensuke with his singing?

12. Why didn’t Kensuke want anyone else on his island?

13. Which object washed up on the beach and convinced Michael to escape?
14. Why did Michael feel guilty at suppertime?
     Chapter Nine:  The night of the turtles 131-144: 
1. How did things change between Michael and Kensuke?  

2. How did Michael feel about the change?
3. Why did the orang-utan come to the cave?
4. When did Kensuke chat about the message in a bottle?  

5. What did Kensuke decide to build to help Michael?

6. What did they play after their building work?

7. When did Kensuke like to do most of his chatting?

8. Who did Kensuke think of when he painted the trees?
9. Who did he talk about most often of all?

10. Which possibility did Michael ask Kensuke to consider?
11. How did they help the baby turtles?
12. How did the baby turtles inspire Kensuke?
Chapter Ten:  Killer men come 145-161: 

1. How did Kensuke feel about the rain?  

2. Which activity reminds Michael more of the rainy season than anything else?

3. Why were the faces of his family indistinct in Kensuke’s paintings?  

4. What did Kensuke say to Michael about “waiting”? 

5. How did Kensuke react to the ship that they saw?

6. What did the men do on the island?

7. What were they doing when Kensuke spotted the yacht?
8. Where had Kensuke gone when Michael found him?

9. What decision had Kensuke made?
10. Which special promise did Kensuke ask Michael to keep?
11. How did Michael’s mother react?
12. What had Michael’s parents spent almost a year doing?
Five other activities to do based on this novel:

A. Compose ten questions to be used to interview Michael, Kensuke or Michael’s parents.
B. Write a book review of Kensuke’s Kingdom in 20 sentences.
C. Write an alternative ending to the story.
D. Make a ten slide synopsis of the story in PowerPoint.
E. Tell the story from the viewpoint of Stella Artois.
Can you find the following words from the novel in this wordsearch?
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