Scoil Phádraig NS Craanford Class Novels:

War Horse by Michael Morpurgo
Chapter One: 3-10:
1. What kind of feelings did the foal have at the auction?  

2. How old was he at this time?

3. Why did the foal bolt?  

4. How did the new owner’s voice sound to the foal? 

5. How was the foal brought to the farm?

6. What consolation did the foal have in the stable?

7. Who came to see the foal?
8. How did Joey feel about the boy?

9. What did Albert say about his Dad and horses?

Chapter Two: 11-20: 

1. Where on the farm did Albert begin training Joey?  

2. Where did Zoey spend much of her time?

3. Which hobby was Albert proud of?  

4. What bet did Albert’s father make, regarding Joey? 

5. Why did Joey lash out at Albert’s Dad?

6. What did the Dad say that he would have done to Joey?

7. What did Albert ask his Dad to promise, in return for training Joey?
8. How did the training go?

9. What news did the Dad hear from the Postman?
Chapter Three: 21-26: 

1. What had Joey hardly noticed during his last summer on the farm?  

2. How would you describe the bond between Joey and Albert?

3. What was causing Albert’s father to worry?  

4. Did Albert’s father praise him for all his farmwork? 

5. Why did Albert and his father scarcely speak to each other?

6. What does it mean to say that Albert’s mother acted as a go-between?

7. Why was Joey suspicious of Albert’s father when he came into the stable? 
Chapter Four: 27-34: 

1. Why was Joey happy to be led out?  

2. What did Joey see in the village this time?

3. Who bought Joey for the army?  

4. Where was Joey led for his examination?

5. How did Joey feel about Captain Nicholls?

6. How did Albert’s dad feel about selling Joey?
7. Why did Albert want to join the army?

Chapter Five: 35-45: 

1. How was Joey transformed before going off to war?  

2. What did Joey feel about Corporal Perkins?

3. What gift did Captain Nicholls make for Albert?  

4. How did Captain Nicholls feel about the war? 

5. What did Captain Nicholls ask the Corporal to treat Joey?
6. How did Joey feel about Topthorn?

7. What did the two officers debate about on the way back to the barracks?

Chapter Six: 46-53:

1. How was the crossing to France for the horses?  

2. How was Joey comforted?

3. What caused the tears in captain Nicholls’s eyes?  

4. Which sound caused Joey to have nightmares? 

5. Why was a bugle blown by one of the cavalrymen?

6. What happened to Captain Nicholls in the battle?

7. What fraction of the cavalry squadron was lost that day?
Chapter Seven: 54-63: 

1. How did Trooper Warren jog Joey’s memory?  

2. How did Joey’s new rider treat him, despite being a poor horseman?

3. Why did Trooper Warren end up in the war as a soldier?  

4. How did Trooper Warren help to lift Joey’s spirit over the winter? 

5. Why were the horses woken very early one icy spring morning?

6. How is “no man’s land described by Joey?

7. Why did the men in the trenches cheer on the cavalry?
Chapter Eight: 64-69: 

1. What did Trooper Warren say to Joey about the wire?  

2. What were the only sounds amid the eerie silence of no man’s land?

3. How did the explosions feel to the horses?  

4. How did Joey and Topthorn end up among the German soldiers? 

5. What order did Captain Stewart give to Trooper Warren?

6. Which “status” did both the horses and soldiers obtain following their capture?

7. How did the Captain reassure the horses? 

Chapter Nine:  70-78: 

1. Where were Joey and Topthorn led?  

2. What did the wounded soldiers do to them?

3. What did the tall officer order the soldiers to do?  

4. What did Herr Hauptmann want to use Joey and Topthorn for?

5. What instruction did the doctor receive about the use of the horses?

6. What was the old hay cart used for?
7. Who called to the stable that night to see the horses?
Chapter Ten: 79-87: 

1. How did Joey and Topthorn feel that summer?  

2. Where did they go each day?

3. What did one soldier give to Joey?  

4. Who was always waiting for the horses in the evenings of that summer? 

5. How did Emilie and her Granddad treat the horses?
6. What happened to Emilie at the onset of winter?

7. What did Emilie’s Granddad ask the horses to do? (Did it work?)
Chapter Eleven: 88-96:

1. Why were the horses less busy that spring?

2. Why weren’t the horses needed anymore?

3. What great news did the doctor give to Emilie and her Granddad?  

4. How did Joey feel to be back doing farmwork?

5. How does Joey describe the batch of soldiers that arrived at the farm?  

6. Why did the artillery officer want to take the horses? 

7. How did Emilie feel about the horses being taken away?
Chapter Twelve: 97-104: 

1. What happened as the guns “shouted out their fury”??  

2. What was it like for the horses to be back in the midst of the war?

3. Why did the horses lose weight and condition?  

4. Describe Coco’s temperament? 

5. Why was Joey moved up to the leading pair of the six horses?

6. What happened to some of the horses who had deteriorated?

7. How did Joey notice that Topthorn was failing?
Chapter Thirteen: 105-110: 

1. How did the arrival of spring help the horses and soldiers?  

2. Why was Friedrich referred to as “mad”?

3. Which task did Friedrich supervise the horses to do?  

4. How does Joey describe Friedrich? 

5. Which job did Friedrich have before joining the war?
6. How did Friedrich feel about Topthorn?

7. What did Friedrich promise his best to do? 

Chapter Fourteen: 111-117: 

1. Where did the gun troop rest on their way back to war that autumn?  

2. Why did Rudi like horses so much?

3. How did Joey describe Rudi, without his helmet on?  

4. Where did Topthorn collapse?

5. Why did Joey try to nuzzle him?

6. Why did the soldiers stand around Topthorn in silence?
7. Why didn’t Joey run away as the soldiers were attacked and killed?
Chapter Fifteen: 118-126:

1. Where did Joey stay all that day and into the night?

2. What scared Joey into running off in a blind panic?  

3. What forced Joey to lie down and sleep?

4. What forced Joey to run off again that night?  

5. What snagged onto Joey as he stumbled along? 

6. How does Joey describe that night?

7. Where did Joey end up as the mists began to clear? 
Chapter Sixteen: 127-134: 

1. Which smell did Joey get as he wandered in no man’s land?  

2. What did the soldiers wave as they cut through the wire for Joey?

3. What did the German soldier feed to Joey?  

4. How did the two soldiers decide which one would take Joey with him? 

5. How did the two soldiers feel about the war?

6. What did they expect to be doing again in an hour or two?

7. How did the soldiers react as Joey was led towards them?
Chapter Seventeen: 135-145: 

1. Why did Joey fall over as he was brought away front the front in a wagon?  

2. Why did the Sergeant scold the soldiers?

3. Why did the young soldier’s reply send a shiver down Joey’s spine?  

4. Why didn’t he recognise Joey at first? 

5. Why had the young soldier joined the veterinary corps?
6. How did David know the wounded horse was in fact, Joey?

7. Why did Albert whistle to Joey? 

Chapter Eighteen: 146-157: 

1. Why did the war begin to fade from Joey’s memory?  

2. Why didn’t Joey get better as he should have?

3. Why did Albert fetch Major Martin?  

4. How had Albert’s Dad changed after he sold Joey to the army?

5. Why did the Major say sorry to Albert?

6. Why was Joey put into a sling?
7. How did Joey show Albert that he was better?

Chapter Nineteen: 158-166: 

1. How was Joey used around the veterinary hospital?  

2. What trips did Joey make to the front line?

3. Who was the only person to support Albert in going to find Joey?  

4. What happened to Albert’s friend, David? 

5. What was the main feeling among the soldiers about the ending of the war?

6. What did the Major say about the future of the horses?

7. How were the horses to be sold?
     Chapter Twenty: 167-174: 

1. Why were the horses jumpy the next morning?  

2. Why was Sergeant Thunder passing a small tin box around among the men?
3. Whose idea was it to try and bid for Joey at the auction?  

4. Why did Albert whisper the words “Oh God, no”? 

5. Who outbid the butcher of Cambrai?
6. How did the old man warn the butcher?

7. Why did the auctioneer delay in bringing down his hammer?
Chapter Twenty One: 175-182: 

1. Why did Albert thank Major Martin?
2. Who did Albert ask about to the old man?

3. Why did Emilie die soon after the horses were taken?

4. What did Emilie make her granddad promise her before she died?

5. For what, along with a penny, did the old man sell Joey back to Albert?  

6. Which sounds greeted Albert and Joey as they rode into the village?

7. Who did Joey go back to farmwork with?  
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     Joey     Zoey     Albert    War     Narracott     Captain Friedrich Cavalry Ambulance
     Nicholls   Topthorn    Torridge Emilie   Soldier   Squadron Wire   Trench   Dawn
