Scoil Phádraig NS Craanford Class Novel Questions: The BFG by Roald Dahl
Chapter One: The Witching Hour (1-3)
1. Why couldn’t Sophie go to sleep?  
2. What sounds could she hear?
3. What special moment did she think that it was?  
4. Why did Sophie get up? 

5. What did she reach for?

6. How did the village street look at night?

7. In your opinion, why did Sophie freeze? 
Chapter Two: Who? (4-7)
1. Why wasn’t the black figure a human?  

2. Where was the black figure stopping?

3. What was he carrying?  

4. Whose house did he stop at? 

5. Which children were asleep inside?

6. What did the Black figure do with the trumpet like instrument?

7. What did Sophie do when the giant stared in at her? 

Chapter Three: The Snatch (8-11)
1. What happened when she tried to scream?  

2. Where was she hiding?

3. How did the giant arrange the blanket?  

4. How did Sophie get her head to pop out of the blanket? 

5. What did the giant cross with one stride?

6. How was Sophie being bumped around?

7. What thought did Sophie have about the giant?
Chapter Four: The Cave (12-16)
1. What curious change took place in the way that the giant was running?  

2. Which weird sensation did Sophie have?

3. Why did Sophie duck her head back into the blanket?  

4. When they got to the mountain, what was lying directly in front against the side of the mountain? 
5. What was on the shelves?

6. What was the giant wearing on his feet?
7. Why was Sophie trembling? 

Chapter Five: The BFG (17-22)
1. How big were the giant’s ears?  

2. Where did he put Sophie?

3. Why did the giant laugh at what Sophie said to him?  

4. Why didn’t Sophie wish to argue with the giant? 

5. According to the giant, how did people from Jersey taste?

6. What did Sophie ask the giant about eating?

7. How did the giant describe himself? 

Chapter Six: The Giants (23-29)
1. What is the first thing that Sophie asks the giant at the start of this chapter?  

2. What two reasons did the giant give as an explanation?

3. What does Sophie ask the giant about her freedom?  

4. What answer did the giant give to Sophie? 

5. What did the giant show to Sophie by rolling the huge stone to one side?

6. What did Sophie ask the giant to do to the other giants?

7. How do you feel about the giant now? 

Chapter Seven: The Marvellous Ears (30-39)
1. Where did Sophie live?  

2. Was Sophie happy living there?

3. What was the giant doing in the village on the night when Sophie saw him?  

4. What did the giant collect? 

5. Which tiny sounds in nature could the giant hear, using his big ears?

6. How did the giant hear Sophie?

7. What did the giant use to trap the dreams floating through the air? 
Chapter Eight: Snozzcumbers (40-46)
1. What did the giant eat?  

2. Where did the giant get a snozzcumber to show to Sophie?

3. Why did the giant speak in a funny way?  

4. How did Sophie say that the snozzcumber tasted? 

5. Did the giant like eating snozzcumbers?

6. What did Sophie suggest that the giant could eat instead of snozzcumbers?

7. How did the giant feel about Sophie’s idea?
Chapter Nine: The Bloodbottler (47-55)
1. What noise did they hear at the cave entrance?  

2. What did the Bloodbottler ask the BFG?

3. Where did Sophie hide?  

4. How did the BFG get rid of the Bloodbottler? 

5. Where did Sophie land when she was spat out?

6. What is happening in the picture on page 48?

7. What does the BFG decide to do about the other giants? 

Chapter Ten: Frobscottle and Whizzpoppers (56-61) 
1. How was Sophie feeling?  

2. What did giants drink instead of water?

3. What was different about the bubbles in the drink?  

4. What happened to the giant after he shook the bottle and drank from it? 

5. Why did the BFG give out about rising bubbles?

6. What did Sophie say about what the giants called whizzpoppers?

7. How did the frobscottle taste to Sophie? 

Chapter Eleven: Journey to Dream Country (62-72)
1. What did the BFG pick up?  

2. Where was he going?

3. Why didn’t Sophie want to go with him?  

4. Which giant was the most horrible of all? 

5. How did the other nine giants behave towards the BFG?

6. How did the other giants catch people?

7. Where did the BFG take Sophie? 

Chapter Twelve: Dream-Catching (73-78)
1. What did the BFG do with the jars?  

2. Why was the BFG unhappy with the second dream that he caught?

3. What happens to dreams when they are captured?  

4. Why did the BFG stop dream-catching for the night? 

5. Where were the other giants when Sophie and the BFG got back to Giant Country?

6. Where did Sophie travel on the BFG?

7. What did the BFG say about the nastier a dream got?
Chapter Thirteen: A Trogglehumper for the Fleshlumpeater (79-88)
1. What age did the BFG say that Sophie was?  

2. Why did the BFG say this?

3. What did the BFG do with the nightmare in the jar?  

4. Who is the only human being that all giants are afraid of? 

5. Why are all giants afraid of him?

6. How did Sophie feel about the other nine giants?

7. What does the BFG say about using the nightmare on the Fleshlumpeater? 

Chapter Fourteen: Dreams (89-106)
1. What was the BFG doing at the great table?  

2. How can the BFG tell what sort of a dream it is?

3. What was the nice dream about?  

4. Which dream was in the first boy-dream jar? 

5. What did the BFG use to help him to learn to write?

6. Which country were all the other giants going to that night?

7. What were they going to eat there? 

Chapter Fifteen: The Great Plan (107-116)
1. Does the BFG always know where the other giants are going?  

2. What was the BFG afraid of, if he went to warn the children?

3. What did he think would happen to him?  

4. What idea did Sophie think of that involved the Queen? 

5. Where did the BFG think that humans would put him if they ever caught him?
6. Why hadn’t the giants eaten the Queen of England?

7. What dream did Sophie want the BFG to mix for her?

Chapter Sixteen: Mixing the Dream (117-124)  

1. Why did the BFG ask Sophie to be silent?  

2. How long did it take the BFG to find all the dreams that he needed?

3. What were the bubbles that floated out of the mixing jar?  

4. How did the dream turn out? 

5. Where did Sophie want to sit on the journey to the Queen’s palace?

6. How did Sophie’s voice sound to the BFG?

7. What size was the BFG’s mixing jar? 

Chapter Seventeen: Journey to London (125-132)
1. How did Sophie like travelling in the BFG’s ear?  

2. How did the landscape change while Sophie slept?

3. What did Sophie and the BFG see through the murky darkness?  

4. How did the BFG move through the city without being spotted? 

5. Describe the park that Sophie and the BFG arrived at?

6. How close were they to the Queen’s palace?

7. Where did they end up? 

Chapter Eighteen: The Palace (133-138)
1. How close were Sophie and the BFG to the Queen’s palace?  

2. What nearly happened to Sophie?

3. What did the BFG listen for at the window?  

4. Where had Sophie seen the Queen before? 

5. How did Sophie feel sitting on the Queen’s windowsill?

6. Where did the BFG go to wait?

7. How long does it usually take for a dream to work? 
Chapter Nineteen: The Queen (139-153)
1. What did Sophie worry about the dream as she sat on the windowsill?  

2. How did Sophie know that the dream had worked?

3. Why did Sophie feel sorry for the Queen?  

4. What had the maid read in the newspaper? 

5. What happened to the tray with the Queen’s breakfast?

6. What did Sophie say to the Queen about the BFG?

7. Where did the Queen invite Sophie and the BFG to have breakfast with her? 

Chapter Twenty: The Royal Breakfast (154-167)
1. Why was there a frantic scurry among the palace servants?  

2. How did Mr. Tibbs calculate things for the BFG?

3. What did they get for the BFG to use as a knife and fork?  

4. What did the BFG bump into and smash? 

5. Which journey did Sophie tell the Queen all about?

6. Who did the Queen ring and why?

7. Who did the Queen ring to double check Sophie’s story? 

Chapter Twenty One: The Plan (168-173)
1. Who stood to attention at the Queen’s breakfast table?  

2. What did the BFG call helicopters?

3. How were they going to do it?  

4. How did they plan to get to Giant Country? 

5. When did they plan to arrive in Giant Country?

6. What did the BFG wish to bring back from Giant country?

7. What lovely compliment did the Queen pay to the BFG?

Chapter Twenty Two: Capture (174-190)
1. How was this journey to Giant Country different for the BFG?  

2. Where on the BFG did Sophie travel?

3. Were the helicopters fast enough to keep up with the BFG?  

4. Was Giant Country in the atlas? 

5. Which noise did the Head of the army think was the sound of guns?

6. What did Sophie stick into the Fleshlumpeater’s ankle?

7. How did the BFG trick the Fleshlumpeater? 

Chapter Twenty Three: feeding Time (191-195)
1. Where were the giants going to be kept?  

2. Why would it be tricky to untie the giants?

3. What had the BFG brought back in the sack?  

4. What would they do for giant food when they ran out of snozzcumbers? 

5. What praise did the Queen give to the BFG?

6. Was the BFG’s plan to capture the giants a good plan?

7. How do you think that Sophie feels now?
Chapter Twenty Four: The Author (196-199)
1. Where did the telegrams of congratulations to Sophie and the BFG come from?  

2. Name three presents that were sent?

3. What did the Queen order to be built beside her castle?  

4. Which title was the BFGG given? 

5. What did Sophie teach the BFG?

6. What did the BFG write?

7. Who did the Queen read the book to? 

Sample answers Chapters 1-3: Note: These questions can be answered in many different. The following suggested responses are just some examples.
Chapter One: The Witching Hour

1. Sophie couldn’t sleep because the moon was shining in through the curtains.  

2. There weren’t any sounds to hear.

3. She thought that it must be the witching hour.  

4. Sophie got up to close the gap in the curtains. 

5. Sophie reached for her glasses.

6. The village street looked different at night. The houses looked bent and crooked, like in a fairy tale.

7. I think that Sophie froze because she was so scared. 

Chapter Two: Who?

1. The black figure was much too tall to be a human.  

2. He was stopping outside each house on the street.
3. He was carrying a suitcase and a trumpet.  

4. He stopped outside the Goochey’s house. 

5. Michael and Jane were asleep inside.
6. The Black figure blew the trumpet in through the window.
7. Sophie froze when the giant stared in at her. 

Chapter Three: The Snatch

1. When Sophie tried to scream, no sound came out.  

2. She was hiding under a blanket.
3. He grabbed the blanket by the four corners.  

4. She squirmed around inside the blanket to be able to see out. 

5. He crossed a river in one giant stride.
6. Sophie was banging off the giant’s knee.
7. Sophie thought that the giant was going to eat her for his breakfast.
