Signs of Spring

Spring begins on February 1st, the feast of St. Brigid. February, March and April are the months of spring. Gradually, during spring the weather gets milder and the days get longer.

Plant Life

Buds and young green leaves begin to appear on trees and bushes. Catkins hang from the branches of the willow and the alder. The first flower of spring is the tiny snowdrop. It is soon followed by the crocus and daffodil. Later tulips and primroses appear.

Animals

Animals which were hibernating, such as the squirrel and hedgehog, now begin to wake up. Young animals are born. Frogspawn can be seen floating in ponds and soon tadpoles appear.

Birds

Birds are busy building nests. Among the first to begin nestbuilding are the blackbird and the thrush. Birds such as the cuckoo and swallow return to Ireland. The swallow often returns to the same nest.

On the Farm

Spring is a busy time for the farmer. Lambs are born and have to be protected from foxes and other enemies. Seeds are sown. Vegetables such as carrots, onions, turnips and parsnips are planted in drills, as are potatoes. Crops such as oats, barley and wheat are also sown.
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