Static Electricity

Electricity has positive (+) and negative (-) charges. Electric charges that remain at rest are called Static Electricity. You will usually notice this type of electricity when the charges move. Normally, there are an equal number of both types of charge within a material, but by rubbing one material with another we can transfer some of the charges from one material to the other. This creates Static Electricity.

Try the following experiments. Cut up some small scraps of tissue paper and lay them on a table. Rub the following materials in your hair and see will they have enough static electricity in them to lift the tissue paper from the table when you bring the object near the tissue. Don’t forget to predict what will happen before you do each experiment.

	
	Prediction
	Result

	Object
	Will Lift Tissue
	Will Not Lift Tissue
	Lifted Tissue
	Did Not Lift Tissue

	Pencil
	
	
	
	

	Plastic Pen
	
	
	
	

	Metal Spoon
	
	
	
	

	Wooden Spoon
	
	
	
	

	Comb/Brush
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