DANIEL O’CONNELL

· Born in Cahirciveen in Co. Kerry in 1775.

· A Catholic.

· First went to a Hedge School and later to a school in 
Cork.

· Sent to France to study Law. (Saw some of the bloody 
events of the French Revolution)

· Became a successful Lawyer.

· Fought for Catholic Emancipation (the removal of the 
Penal Laws against Catholics).

· Became known as The Liberator.

THE CATHOLIC ASSOCIATION

In 1823, O’Connell founded the Catholic Association to campaign for Catholic Emancipation. The association won the support of the clergy in the country. The association became very popular. Ordinary people were encouraged to join the movement by paying a penny per month to support the campaign. This became known as the Catholic Rent.

Although Catholics could not sit in parliament, they were allowed to vote. However, voting was not in secret. O’Connell persuaded tenant farmers to go against their landlords and vote only for candidates who were in favour of emancipation. In 1828, O’Connell himself was elected to parliament in a by-election in Co. Clare. The government was alarmed and feared that there might be an uprising in Ireland. In 1829, Catholic Emancipation was granted. Catholics were now allowed to sit in Parliament and hold other jobs previously forbidden to them.

“NO POLITICAL CHANGE WHATSOEVER IS WORTH THE SHEDDING OF A SINGLE DROP OF HUMAN BLOOD”.

THE REPEAL ASSOCIATION

Next, O’Connell turned his attention to the repeal (abolishment) of the Act of Union and to restore the Irish Parliament in Dublin. He began to hold huge open-air meetings around the country which became known as Monster Meetings. In October 1843, O’Connell planned a Monster Meeting at Clontarf where Brian Boru had defeated the Vikings. The government in London became alarmed. The Prime Minister, Peel, banned the meeting. In order to avoid bloodshed, O’Connell cancelled the meeting. This disappointed many people and O’Connell lost much of his popularity. Shortly afterwards, O’Connell was arrested and sentenced to one year in jail. He was released after three months in jail.

On his release from jail, O’Connell continued his campaign but without success. In 1845, the potato crop failed and people were more concerned about getting food. On 15th May 1847, Daniel O’Connell died in Genoa, Italy, on his way to Rome. He was buried in Glasnevin cemetery, where a high round tower marks his grave.
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