Figures of Speech #13

Feelings / Emotions
Looking at language is one of the strand units of the revised English curriculum. Figures of Speech are an area of language that could be looked at by children in the middle and senior classes in the school. Figures of speech often confuse children as they only view the phrases in their literal sense. Here is a short list of figures of speech with reference to feelings in the phrase. How many other body phrases can your pupils add to the list? Can they find out what each one means?

· To kill someone with kindness
· Not to take kindly to something
· To be generous to a fault
· To do someone proud

· To swallow your pride

· To be cruel to be kind

· To have a saving grace
· To fall from grace

· To try the patience of a saint

· To do something in bad/good faith

· To achieve a happy medium

· To have a happy event

· To be bored to tears

· To be a labour of love

· “There’s no love lost between those two!”

· Not for love nor money

· To have a pet hate

· When something is all the rage

· “Shame on you!”

· “It’s a crying shame!”

· To put someone to shame

· To give someone the benefit of the doubt

· To treat someone without fear or favour

· To be afraid of your own shadow

· To be scared stiff

· To scare the pants off someone

· To drown your sorrows

· To be overcome with grief

· To put someone out of their misery

· To be down in the dumps

· To be someone’s pride and joy

· To hope against hope

· To pin your hopes on someone/something

· To feel small

· To get the feel of something

· To feel out of it

· To acquire a feeling for something

· To have no hard feelings

· To have mixed feelings about someone/something

· Not to be feeling yourself
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