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Relationships between learners


Learning occurs through interaction and collaboration leading to individual achievement.


Every child has a responsibility for herself and for her learning group.


Team building and group skills are important to all curriculum areas.


The social health of a group will affect individual progress.


Issues of race, gender and cultural differences need to be continually addressed through the curriculum.





The role of the arts in learning


Art forms of the theatre and literature have recognisable origins in a child’s natural uses of story and play.


The arts provide the bridge between knowing and feeling.


The arts enable a child to symbolise, capture and access abstract meanings.


The arts are a means of finding out and discovering as well as a means of expression.


The arts are vital to the life of the school and of the child.





 - from “Learning Through Imagined Experience - The 


             Role of Drama in the National Curriculum”.





Jonothan Neelands (London: Hodder and Stoughton, 1992)





Meaning and relevance in language learning


Learning to use language effectively should be an empowering and enjoyable journey rather than a chore - technical skills and accuracy are developed out of need, the need to communicate successfully rather than through fear of censure.


The learner should have integrated experiences of the N.C. Profile Components.


Motivation and relevance are essential to successful language development.


Introducing language contexts which encourage the learner to pursue personally relevant meanings and understandings leads to the development of skills - de-contextualised skills training hinders development.


Language development requires a range of assessment and evaluation strategies which include: holistic / impression marking: peer-group assessment and self-evaluation through diaries and journals.


Success in all other curriculum areas is dependent on developing reading, writing and speech as effective forms of meaning making.





A set of values for drama in language development





Teacher / learner relationships


Teacher sees her role as an enabler of learning rather than as a controller of knowledge.


Emphasis is on discovery through structured experience rather than instruction through telling.


Learner’s personal growth and self-esteem are seen as central to achievement.


Responding to a child’s present needs takes priority over vocational prep
