
 

            

LIFE IN THE SIXTIES 

The 1960s was a time of great change in many countries around the world 
including Ireland. This change took place in politics, culture and social 
norms. Following your studies in class about this era, this project will allow 
you to take time to delve deeper into certain events of this decade. 

Everybody has different talents and strengths. This project is an opportunity for you to use 
your talents and to work to your optimum level. Be proud of your final presentation. 

Criteria: 

1. Interview a family member about life in the 60’s in Dublin. Prepare your 
questions beforehand and take notes during your interview. Type your 
recount, keeping your font size at 12. For tips on interviewing, see 
www.resources.teachnet.ie/jstacey/website/pupils.htm   
 

2. Choose 2 activities from the list below. Remember to present your work 
at a very high standard, focusing on legibility for your readers. 
 

 Design & illustrate a dress from the 60’s – remember to label fabrics and 
embellishments 

 Design a record album cover for a Sixties band – consider your font for graphics as well 
as illustrations 

 Research a specific event or an individual from the 60’s and write an historical report – 
include word count  

 You are a reporter about to interview one of the following. Prepare 10 appropriate & 
relevant questions specific to their lives/events – The Beatles, Elvis Presley,  Andy 
Warhol, President John F Kennedy, President Eamonn de Valera, Martin Luther King, 
Nelson Mandela, Muhammed Ali, George Best, Pele 

 Research a specific invention of the 60’s  - include a science report & illustration 
 Write an image poem illustrating life in the 60’s 
 Source a skipping rhyme from the 60’s, design an illustrative poster and teach it to your 

friends 
 Make a model of an old steam engine 
 Design a digital timeline of key events in Irish and World history during this time period 
 Martin Luther King Jr. delivered his famous ‘I Have a Dream’ speech in 1963. Write your 

own inspirational speech for 2013 and deliver to your class. Use examples from King’s 
speech to guide you. 

 In 1969 Neil Armstrong was the first man to land on the moon. Write a fictional story 
of the events leading up to this event from Neil’s perspective. 



Possible resources you could use 

 Family members 
 History Quest 5 ch. 10 Life in the 60’s 
 Windows on the World History 5 ch.11 Rosa Parks 
 Windows on the World History 5 ch. 12 Martin Luther King 
 Windows on the World History 6. Ch. 13 Ireland , the EU and the UN 
 http://resources.teachnet.ie/jstacey/website/index.htm  Ireland in the 

60’s 
 http://www.irishhistorylinks.net/History_Links/Ireland_1950s.html  - 

photos & articles of events specific to Ireland 

Timeframe: 

You have 7 days to complete this work. Please submit your project on Monday 
25th February. Include your name on all pieces of work 

Assessment: 

When evaluating your project, I will be looking to see if you; 

 worked to the highest level of your ability 
 engaged in simple studies of some of the more important aspects of life in the 

1960’s in which political changes or movements have had an important influence 
on the lives of people in Ireland 

 acquired some knowledge of the major personalities, events or developments in 
the 1960’s 

 explored, compared and developed some simple understanding of the attitudes, 
beliefs, motivations and actions of differing individuals and groups of people at 
this time 

 developed some appreciation of the ‘mind-set’ of former generations 
 presented your work neatly, legibly and colourfully in a manner that can be 

shared with others  
 can deliver orally and answer question on the information you have researched 

 

                  

    

 


