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Elizabeth O'Farrell was born in City Quay, Dublin in 1884. She worked as a mid-wife in Holles Street Hospital in Dublin.

O'Farrell acted as a dispatcher before and during the Rising, delivering bulletins and instructions to the rebel outposts around Dublin. She cared for the wounded at the GPO during the Easter Rising. She was also a messenger during Easter Week. Elizabeth and the other women were sent on errands around the bullet-torn streets of Dublin during the week with despatches, food and ammunition hidden in their long skirts to garrisons at Boland's Mill, Powers' Distillery, Jacobs' Factory, St. Stephen's Green and the Four Courts. They were sent to a British officer to protest against an attack on a medical base.
By Friday of Easter Week, most women and wounded men were evacuated from the GPO, but Elizabeth and two other women remained.
At 12.45 pm on Saturday 29 April, O'Farrell was handed a Red Cross armband and a white flag and asked to deliver the surrender to the British military. She emerged into heavy fire on Moore Street close to the GPO. The firing stopped when her white flag was recognised.

She went to the British to offer them the surrender of Irish forces. She returned to Pádraig Pearse to bring him back to the British for the surrender.

After the Rising finished, Elizabeth was imprisoned for a number of months. Like Countess Markievicz, Elizabeth received special treatment because she was a woman. Many of the male fighters were put to death after being arrested.
[image: image2.png]



Parkgate

1.5.16

Miss Elizabeth O’Farrell was of great assistance by voluntarily accompanying a Staff Officer to various Rebel Commandants and I trust that this may be taken into consideration at any future date.








General Lowe








Dublin Forces
Work with your neighbour to research the following, and write your answers in your history copy.
1. Where and when was Elizabeth O’Farrell born?

2. What were some of her roles in the Easter Rising in 1916?

3. Name four of the locations that Elizabeth was sent to as part of her duties during the Rising.

4. Why do you think the women and the wounded would have been evacuated from the GPO?

5. When did Elizabeth O’Farrell go to the British with a message from Pearse?

6. Why do you think Pearse chose a woman to hand in the surrender?
7. What is the significance of the letter from General Lowe on the other page?

8. Why do you think O’Farrell was cut out of the photograph of the surrender?
9. Imagine that you are Elizabeth or someone with her in the GPO. Write a diary entry for the day of the surrender.
[image: image3.png]



