The Hen

For many years people have kept hens for their meat and eggs. Hens used to roam freely about the farmyard. Today, they are usually kept in large henhouses. They are fed by machine, while fans keep the air fresh and cool.

A hen starts to lay eggs when it is about eighteen weeks old. One egg is laid each day. An egg weighs about 60g.

Eggs

Some eggs are sold, while others are kept for hatching. Eggs which are to be sold must be checked for thin or faulty shells. They are then weighed and sorted, and packed into cartons. Eggs are usually sold by the half-dozen (six eggs) or by the dozan (twelve eggs).
Chicks

Inside each eggshell is the yolk and the white. The yolk will grow into a chick. The white will be its food while it is inside the shell. The egg must be kept at 380 C for three weeks. On the twenty-first day the chick makes a small hole in the shell and then breaks out.
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