Ink Printing #3
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For this lesson you need printing inks (or you can try this with poster paint), printing rollers, a sheet of Perspex or a large plastic placemat or something similar, teaspoons.

1. Draw a very simple line picture on the middle of a sheet of art paper. Keep any detail large.

2. Use a teaspoon to spoon some printing ink onto the Perspex sheet. Use as many or as few colours as you wish. (I usually place a sheet of art paper under the Perspex sheet to give the pupils guidance as to how far to spread out the colours. This prevents wasting inks) Spread the inks out using one of the ink rollers.

3. Cut out a 2cm frame from a piece of stiff card. The frame should be the same size as the art paper you are using. Place the frame onto the rolled-out ink.

4. Place the art sheet with the drawing facing upwards on top of the frame. This gives the picture a white frame. Use a clean roller and gently roll over the art sheet so that it makes contact with the ink underneath.

5. Use the blunt end of a pen or pencil and trace over all the lines in the picture. Lean fairly hard to get good lines, yet not so hard that the paper tears.

6. Gently remove the sheet of art paper to reveal the ink print.

7. If you have leaned quite hard while tracing the drawing, you will notice that a copy of the drawing can be seen in the ink. Now place a clean sheet of art paper on top of this and roll over it again with the clean roller. When you lift off this sheet it will reveal a “negative” image of the first print.

This may take a few days to dry out properly and even appear “sticky” when dry.
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