
LANGUAGE ACTIVITIES IN THE CLASSROOM

A: ORAL LANGUAGE EXERCISES

1. Story Circles: Children sit in a circle. One child begins the story. eg. “Once 
upon a time there was a farmer named Larry.” Each child adds a sentence on to the story. This activity will encourage listening skills and sequential development of plot.


2. Storyteller’s Hat: Have a special storyteller’s hat. Whenever you read or tell a story, put the hat on. Also let the children wear the hat when they read or tell a story.


3. Word Game: Give the children a word which is written on a piece of card. They place this word in the centre of a larger piece of paper or card. Working 
in pairs, the children write around the main word as many clues / associations they can think of. The main word is then removed and another pair of children try to guess it from the clues given.


4. Newspaper Headline: Children cut out an article from the newspaper. In class, they read out the headline and explain, in their own words, what the article is about. If appropriate, the child may then wish to read aloud the article.


5. Prediction Exercises: As the teacher reads aloud a story, stop at a critical point and ask the children to predict what will happen next. Then continue to read the story and see how near the prediction was to the actual story.


6. Sequential Story Exercises: Choose a story. Photocopy the story and cut it 
up into 5/6 pieces. Ask a pair or a group of children to re-piece the story in proper sequential order.


7. Countdown: Like the Channel 4 programme. Have bundles of consonants and vowels. Pick a mixture of nine letters and children have to make up a word using as many of the letters as possible. A time limit could be set to do this.


8. Scrabble: As in the Board Game.

B: LISTENING EXERCISES

9. Chinese Whispers: Tell a sentence to a child. Each child whispers the sentence, as they have heard it, to the next child. The first child in the group calls out the sentence. The last child does likewise to see how similar the two 
sentences are.


10. Simon Says: This is a good game to play, especially in PE class, to 
encourage the children to listen well. The rule is that the children only obey 
instructions when Simon says.


11. Pass the Portrait: Child A describes a person for child B, who tells child C, who draws it for child A.


12. Story Re-Telling: Read or tell a story to a child or a group of children, who must re-tell the story in their own words to other children or to the whole class.


13. Books on Tape: Let children listen to a story or book on tape while the teacher shows the illustrations. (especially Ladybird book tapes)

C: WRITTEN LANGUAGE EXERCISES

14. Cloze Procedures: Choose a story or a section of a story. Blank out a variety of words, including nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs etc. Children decide on the best words to fill in the blanks. This exercise could initially be done orally with the whole class. When the idea is mastered, the children can 
write the exercises individually. (Cloze Procedure books can also be bought commercially)


15. Poster Advertisements: Get children to design a poster for an imaginary event or product. This exercise combines art, visual impact, slogan creation, product name, the art of a pithy sentence, the story behind the advertisement.


16. Wanted Poster: This combines a lot of the elements contained in exercise 
15. However, this exercise also requires the children to describe in words the appearance of the wanted person. This demands new vocabulary necessary for the description of human characteristics. This will be a good preparation for character creation when the children come to write their book for the Write-A-Book Project.


17. Word Creation: Choose a word and encourage the children to make as many words as possible from it. Each letter may be used only once. no plurals are allowed. Only three-letter words are allowed for older children.


18. Back to Front Words: A word is chosen and is written down the left hand side of the page and up the right hand side of the page. Children then fill 
in the space between the words starting with a letter on the left and ending 
with a letter on the right.
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19. Anagrams: Choose a topic and prepare anagrams related to that topic. Ask the children to solve the anagrams.

20. Word Searches: Prepare word searches on specific topics. Ask children to find the words. Then get children to make up their own word searches and swap them.

21. Tongue Twisters: Encourage the children to make up sentences using initial consonants, blends, assonance etc.



eg. Terrible teachers tease  toddlers.



      Crunchy crisps crumble and crack.


22. Code-Cracking: Encourage children to crack codes by substituting 
different letters, numbers or symbols for the letters of the message. Ask the children to send coded messages to one another.

“LANGUAGE IS LEARNED THROUGH HEARING IT,

BEING PART OF IT, AND BY USING IT.”


- McKensie, M. (1979) Learning to Read and Reading. London: ILEA
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