HENRY GRATTAN:

· A lawyer by profession.

· Member of the Irish parliament from 1775.

· Leader of the Patriot Party.

· A great orator.

· A Protestant.

THE VOLUNTEERS:

When the War of Independence started in America, British troops in Ireland were sent there to take part in the fighting. This left very few soldiers in Ireland to guard the country. France joined the war on the side of the Americans and people in Ireland were afraid that France would invade Ireland next. In 1779 the Irish Volunteers were founded in Belfast. Their aim was to protect Ireland from invasion by France. Soon the Volunteers had over 80,000 members. (Both Catholics and Protestants joined)

FREE TRADE FOR IRELAND:

When the threat of invasion by the French passed, the Volunteers turned their attention to the unfair laws against Irish trade. They supported the Patriot Party which was demanding that Ireland be allowed to trade freely with other countries.

The Volunteers held a rally outside the House of Parliament in Dublin. They brought cannons with them on which they hung placards with the words “FREE TRADE OR THIS”. The British government was afraid that there would be a rebellion like that in America. So they removed most of the laws against Irish trade. Most of the Penal Laws were also abolished.

GRATTAN’S PARLIAMENT:

The Irish Parliament elected in 1783 became known as Grattan’s Parliament, named after Henry Grattan. This parliament lasted until 1800 and during these years the country was very prosperous. Both Catholics and Protestants shared in this new wealth as agriculture and industry boomed.

THE ACT OF UNION:

In 1800 the Act of Union was passed. It declared that Ireland was part of the United Kingdom. It abolished Grattan’s Parliament and said that there was to be only one parliament, that in London.
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