THEOBALD WOLFE TONE:

· A Dublin Protestant born in 1768.

· A barrister by profession.

· Influenced by the French Revolution, especially the motto of the revolutionaries.

· He was unhappy that only wealthy Protestants could become members of the Irish Parliament. He believed that all Irishmen, Catholic and Protestant, Should have this right.

THE UNITED IRISHMEN:

In 1791, Tone went to Belfast where he met with some Presbyterians who also admired the French Revolution. They formed the Society of the United Irishmen. They adopted three of Tone’s resolutions:


1) People must unite against repression to protect their 


liberties and develop trade.


2) The method of electing MPs must be changed so that 


they represent more of the people.


3) Reform is not just if it does not include people of 


every religion.

AIMS OF THE UNITED IRISHMEN

The aim of the society was to unite Irish people of all religions and, by peaceful means, to win liberty and equality. The United Irishmen spread throughout the country. Lord Edward Fitzgerald became one of their leaders in Dublin.

OUTLAWING OF THE SOCIETY

The United Irishmen wished to gain complete independence from Britain. When the government in Dublin discovered that some of the United Irishmen were plotting with the French to set up a republic in Ireland, they became alarmed and outlawed the society. The United Irishmen then planned in secret for a rebellion which took place in 1798.
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