APRIL 1st
1999

In Britain's first full war crimes trial Anthony Sawoniuk, aged 78, is given two life sentences for the murder of 18 Jews during World War II. 

1973

Britain introduces VAT (Value Added Tax) to replace Purchase Tax and SET.

1965

Britain announces the formation of Greater London - comprising the City of London and 32 Metropolitan Authorities.

1948

The blockade of Berlin begins with Soviet troops enforcing road and rail blocks between Berlin and the Allied Zone in West Germany. The Allies mount a massive airlift to keep West Berlin supplied.

1945

World War II: American forces invade the island of Okinawa in the Pacific Ocean.

1935

Britain introduces Green Belt legislation to stop indiscriminate building on many areas of the countryside. 

1924

The first gramophone to change records automatically goes on sale.

1877

Eddison announces invention of microphone

APRIL 2nd
1982: Argentina invades Falklands


The Falkland Islands, a British possession for 149 years, are invaded by Argentina on this day. The British have long claimed the Falklands, based on their discovery by British navigator John Davis in 1592, but they have also been claimed and occupied at various times by Spain, France, and Argentina. For several decades, Argentina petitioned the United Nations for possession of the Falkland Islands, but Britain refused to comply, leading Argentine dictator General Leopoldo Galtieri to order a full-scale invasion. After diplomatic efforts failed, British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher responded with force, and Britain's armed forces overwhelmed the Argentines within six weeks. During the Falklands War, Britain lost five ships and 256 lives before regaining the islands, and Argentina lost its only cruiser and nearly 750 lives. In 1989, the approximately 2,000 residents of the Falkland Islands reaffirmed their allegiance to Britain by rejecting a pro-Argentina political party. 

1977

Red Rum wins Grand National for third time.

1955

Manchester United footballer Duncan Edwards makes his England debut at Wembley -the youngest England international. He's among the players killed in the Munich Air Crash in February 1958.

1801

Battle of Copenhagen. British Admiral Horatio Nelson puts a telescope to his blind eye and ignores the command to cease fighting. He continues until the Danish fleet is defeated.

1792

The Mint of the United States of America strikes its first silver dollars.

APRIL 3rd
1948: Truman signs Marshall Plan


On April 3, 1948, U.S. President Harry S. Truman signs the Foreign Assistance Act, commonly known as the Marshall Plan, into law. Named after U.S. Secretary of State George C. Marshall, the program channeled over $13 billion in aid to Europe between 1948 and 1951. Meant to spark economic recovery in European countries devastated by World War II, the plan also saved the United States from a postwar recession by providing a broader market for American goods. However, because the USSR prevented countries like Poland and Czechoslovakia from participating, the plan also contributed to the raising of the Iron Curtain between Eastern and Western Europe.

1976

Britain wins Eurovision Song Contest with 'Save All Your Kisses For Me'.

1922

Joseph Stalin is appointed general secretary of the Communist Party in Russia.

1882

Wild West Outlaw Jessie James is shot dead by one of his own gang, aged 35.

APRIL 4th
1949: NATO established


The North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) is established by 12 Western states: the United States, Great Britain, France, Belgium, the Netherlands, Denmark, Italy, Luxembourg, Norway, Iceland, Canada, and Portugal. The military alliance, which provided for a collective self-defense against Soviet aggression, greatly increased American influence in Europe. Greece, Turkey, and West Germany later joined NATO, and in 1966 France withdrew, citing American violations of the 1949 treaty. In 1955, the Warsaw Pact, a Soviet-led Eastern European alliance, was established to counter NATO. In 1994, three years after the end of the Cold War, NATO engaged in its first military action as part of an international effort to end two years of fighting in Bosnia-Herzegovina. Poland, Hungary, and the Czech Republic--former Warsaw Pact nations--joined NATO in 1999.

1969

Cult American TV programme Star Trek is axed because of falling ratings.

1968

Black civil rights leader, Dr Martin Luther King, is shot dead in Memphis, Tennessee by James Earl Ray. 

1934

English inventor Percy Shaw lays the first 'cats' eyes' along the centre of the road at an accident black spot near Bradford in the north of England.

1896

Discovery of gold in the Yukon sparks the 'Gold Rush'.

1827

Chemist John Walker of Stockton sells the world's first box of matches.

APRIL 5th
1955: Churchill resigns


Sir Winston Churchill, the British leader who guided Great Britain and the Allies through the crisis of World War II, retires as British prime minister. A daring soldier in the Boer War of 1899 to 1902, Churchill filled a number of government and military posts before being called to lead a war coalition government in 1940. With Britain standing alone against Adolf Hitler, he rallied the British people to a resolute resistance and expertly orchestrated Franklin D. Roosevelt and Joseph Stalin into an alliance that crushed the Axis. After a postwar Labor Party victory in 1945, he became leader of the opposition and in 1951 was again elected prime minister. In 1953, he was knighted by Queen Elizabeth II and awarded the Nobel Prize in literature. After his retirement as prime minister, he remained in Parliament until 1964, the year before his death.

1983

First launch of NASA's Challenger spacecraft - the world's first re-usable spaceship.

1982

A British Task Force sets sail from Southampton to recapture the Falkland Islands in the South Atlantic after the invasion by Argentina. 

1976

British Prime Minister Harold Wilson resigns from office.

1963

A phone hot-line is set up between the Kremlin in Moscow and The White House in Washington DC.

1960

Hollywood epic Ben Hur wins a record 10 Oscars.

1910

France bans kissing on trains.

1902

25 football fans are killed at Ibrox Park in Glasgow, Scotland when a stand collapses during a Scotland-England international match. At least another 200 are injured.

1814

In France, the abdication of Napoleon 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.thehistorychannel.co.uk/site/encyclopedia/encyclopedia_main_page.php?page=article_show&search_term=m0003204&fullhead=Bonaparte" Bonaparte. 

APRIL 6th
1896: Olympiad reborn

On April 6, 1896, the Olympic Games, a long-lost tradition of ancient 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.thehistorychannel.co.uk/site/encyclopedia/encyclopedia_main_page.php?page=article_show&search_term=m0019781&fullhead=Greece" Greece, are reborn in Athens some 1,400 years after being banned by Roman Emperor Theodosius I. The architect of the Olympic revival was a Frenchman, Baron Pierre de Coubertin, who went on to serve as president of the International Olympic Committee (IOC) until 1925. At Athens in 1896, the modern reincarnation of the ancient pageant of athleticism involved 13 nations, 280 men, and no women. Ten sports were represented in 42 events, and it was fitting that a Greek, Spyridon Louis, won the marathon, an event that dates back to 776 B.C. In 1924, the year before Pierre de Coubertin's retirement as IOC president, the first truly successful Olympic Games were held in Paris, involving over 3,000 athletes, including more than 100 women, from 44 nations. At the 2000 Summer Olympics in Sydney, more than 10,000 athletes from 200 countries competed, including nearly 4,000 women.

1993

Following public disquiet on the subject, Queen Elizabeth II begins paying income tax.

1974

Swedish group ABBA win the Eurovision Song Contest with 'Waterloo'.

1944

Pay As You Earn (PAYE) income tax is introduced into Britain. The system was devised by Sir Cornelius Gregg.

1941

Germany invades Yugoslavia and Greece during World War II. 

1917

United States of America declares war on Germany and enters World War I with Britain and France as its main Allies.

1896

Start of the first Modern Olympics in Athens.

1883

Work starts on the first Channel Tunnel project.

1868

Ku Klux Klan founded in America.

1944

Dame Kiri Te Kanawa, New Zealand operatic soprano.

1922

British comedian Frankie Howerd.

1922

Russian cosmonaut Valentina Nikolayeva Tereshkova - the first woman in space.

1806

Author Elizabeth Barrett Browning.

1475

Italian artist Michaelangelo.

1994

Merlina Mercouri, Greek actress and politician, aged 68.

1967

American singer Nelson Eddy.

1961

English singer, actor and entertainer George Formby.

1951

Welsh composer, playwright and actor Ivor Novello dies in his flat above the Strand Theatre in London.

1930

Admiral Von Tirpitz, German sea commander.

1900

German motor engineer Gottileb Daimler

1888

Author Louisa M.Alcott.

APRIL 7th
1963: Tito becomes president for life

Josip Broz, a.k.a. Marshal Tito, is declared president for life of Yugoslavia on April 7, 1963. During World War II, Broz had been a leader of Yugoslavia's anti-Nazi resistance, taking the name of Tito and gaining the support of the USSR. In 1945, he became the nation's undisputed leader and established a dictatorial regime. His refusal to answer to the Soviet Union while carrying out his own style of communism eventually won respect from both Moscow and Washington. His leadership spanned four decades before his death in 1980 at the age of 87.

1948

Foundation of the World Health Organisation (WHO).

1939

World War II: Italy invades Albania

APRIL 8th
1994

The lead singer of rock band Nirvana, Kurt Cobain, commits suicide by shooting himself. 

1940

World War II: Germany invades Norway. 

1907

Britain and France confirm the independence of Siam (now Thailand).

APRIL 9th
1940: Germany invades Norway

During World War II, Nazi 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.thehistorychannel.co.uk/site/encyclopedia/encyclopedia_main_page.php?page=article_show&search_term=m0029156&fullhead=Germany" Germany invades neutral Norway, surprising the Norwegian and British defenders of the country and capturing several strategic points along the Norwegian coast. During the invasion's preliminary phase, Norwegian fascists under Vidkun Quisling acted as a so-called fifth column for the German invaders, seizing Norway's nerve centers, spreading false rumors, and occupying military bases and other locations. In June, Norway fell to the Nazis. Quisling was made head of a puppet government, but was vigorously opposed by the Norwegian resistance, the most effective resistance movement in all of Nazi-occupied Europe. After the German surrender in May 1945, he was arrested, convicted of high treason, and shot. From his name comes the word quisling, meaning traitor in several languages.

1969

Maiden flight of the British-built supersonic airliner, Concorde.

1944

World War II: Charles de Gaulle, in exile in England, is appointed leader of the Free French Government.

1940

World War II: Germany invades Denmark. 

1865

Confederate General Robert E.Lee surrenders to General Grant in Virginia bringing the American Civil War to a close.

1838

Opening of the National Gallery in Trafalgar Square, London.

APRIL 10th
1924

The first book of crosswords is published in New York

1912

British-built luxury liner Titanic sets sail on its maiden voyage from Southampton to New York.

1849

Walter Hunt of New York patents the Safety Pin. It takes him just 3 hours to make and later sells the patent for several hundred pounds to pay off his debts.

1710

The Copyright Act comes into effect in Britain allowing authors to hold exclusive rights to their work for up to 50 years after their death.

1633

Bananas go on display in a shop window in London - the first time the fruit has been seen in Britain.

APRIL 11th
1968

In America, rioting in many towns and cities following the assassination of black civil rights leader Martin Luther King.

1945

World War II: Liberation of the Buchenwald Concentration Camp in Germany. 

1939

The game of darts is banned in public houses in Glasgow because it is 'too dangerous'.

1930

In New York, scientists predict that a man will walk on the Moon before the year 2050 (in fact it was only 39 years later, in 1969).

1929

Cartoon character Popeye the Sailor makes his first appearance as a supporting character in a cartoon strip in several newspapers in New York.

1905

German physicist Albert Einstein reveals his Theory of Relativity.

APRIL 12th
1961: First man in space

On April 12, 1961, aboard the spacecraft Vostok, Soviet Major Yuri Gagarin becomes the first human being to travel into space. During the flight, the 27-year-old test pilot and industrial technician also became the first man to orbit the planet, a feat accomplished by his space capsule in 89 minutes. The only statement attributed to Gagarin during his historic one hour and 48 minutes in space was, Flight is proceeding normally; I am well.

1997

A bomb plot to kill Pope John Paul II fails as police in Sarajevo find mines under a bridge just hours before his arrival.

1981

First flight of the American Space Shuttle.

1954

In America, Bill Haley records 'Rock Around The Clock' - the first record to sell a million copies in Britain. The song goes on to be featured in at least 15 films and recorded in 35 languages.

1945

Vice President Harry S.Truman becomes President of the United States following the death of Franklin D.Roosevelt. 

1606

The Union Flag officially becomes England's national flag.

APRIL 13th
1997: Tiger Woods wins his first Masters

On April 13, 1997, American golfer Tiger Woods, at 21 years old, becomes the youngest winner of the prestigious Masters Tournament in Augusta, Georgia. Woods won his first professional golf championship by 12 strokes, the largest margin of victory in Masters history. Of Asian and African descent, the entry of Woods into professional play electrified golf, winning throngs of new fans to the sport. By the end of 1997, Tiger was ranked No. 1 in the world, and in 2000, at the age of 24, he became the youngest player ever to win all four major golf titles: the Masters, the PGA Championship, the U.S. Open, and the British Open.

1980

Just four days after his 23rd birthday, Spanish golfer Severiano Ballesteros becomes the youngest ever winner of the US Masters tournament. 

1970

Houston, We Have A Problem. An explosion on board Apollo 13 forces the cancellation of the planned moon landing. It is several days before the three astronauts return safely to earth after battling against a defective spacecraft and a lack of oxygen.

1668

England appoints its first Poet Laureate: John Dryden.
APRIL 14th
1865: President Lincoln assassinated

At Ford's Theater in Washington, D.C., actor 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.thehistorychannel.co.uk/site/encyclopedia/encyclopedia_main_page.php?page=article_show&search_term=m0009167&fullhead=Wilkes%2C+John+%281727%E2%80%931797%29" John Wilkes Booth fatally shoots U.S. President Abraham Lincoln. The attack came only five days after the American Civil War effectively ended with the surrender of Confederate General Robert E. Lee at Appomattox. Born in a log cabin in backwoods Kentucky, Lincoln was nominated as the first presidential candidate of the Republican Party in 1860. The election of the anti-slavery Lincoln brought about the secession of the Southern states, and in April 1861 the Civil War began. In 1863, as the tide turned against the Confederacy, he emancipated the slaves and won reelection in 1864. For preserving the Union and bringing an end to slavery, and for his unique character and powerful oratory, Lincoln is widely regarded as the greatest American president.

1983

Introduction of the first cordless telephone, able to operate up to 600 feet away from its base.

1981

The Space shuttle Columbia makes its first successful orbital flight. 

1950

Comic strip hero Dan Dare, the pilot of a space ship, makes his first appearance in the first edition of the comic, the Eagle.

1912

British-built luxury liner Titanic strikes an iceberg in the North Atlantic and sinks. 1500 passengers and crew are killed. 

69BC

At the battle of Forum Gallorum Marc Anthony defeats the army of Brutus and the Consul Pansa.

APRIL 15th
1912: Titanic sinks


On this day, the luxury liner R.M.S. Titanic sinks just two hours after hitting an iceberg in the North Atlantic. When it first left port at Southampton, England, the Titanic barely escaped a collision with the steamer New York. The regal ship, which carried 2,200 passengers and crew, was considered the most luxurious ever built and unsinkable. However, just before midnight on April 14, 1912, the Titanic collided with an iceberg about 400 miles from the coast of Newfoundland. Slightly over two hours later, in the early hours of April 15, the ship sank. The ship was woefully unprepared for such an emergency, and more than 1,500 people died aboard the ship as it went down or froze to death in the icy North Atlantic waters. Most of the 700 survivors were women and children.

1989

Britain's worst football disaster at Hillsborough Stadium in Sheffield when 95 football fans are crushed to death shortly after the start of the FA Cup semi-final match between Liverpool and Nottingham Forest. Most of those killed are from Liverpool.

1964

Manchester United footballer George Best makes his debut for Northern Ireland against Wales.

1955

The first McDonald's hamburger store opens in California. Founder is a food mixer salesman called Ray Kroc.

1949

The offical end of the Nuremburg War Trials in Germany. 

1912

First edition of the British newspaper Daily Herald.

1912

The world's first 'unsinkable' ship, the passenger liner Titanic, strikes an iceberg in the North Sea on her maiden voyage and sinks within 3 hours. At least 1,500 passengers and crew are killed. There are 732 survivors.

1891

In New York, American inventor Thomas Edison publicly demonstrates his 'kinetoscope' - a moving picture machine.

1865

America's 16th President, Abraham Lincoln, dies less than 24 hours after being shot at Ford's Theatre in Washington by John Wilkes Booth.

1793

Bank of England issues the first £5 notes.

1755

In England, Dr Samuel Johnson's dictionary is first published. It contains explanations and meanings for 40,000 different words.

APRIL 16th
1917: Lenin returns

On this day, Vladimir Lenin returns to Russia to take the reins of the Russian Revolution. Although exiled to Siberia and Europe because of his revolutionary activities, Vladimir Lenin, still managed to strengthen his Bolshevik party through his oratorical and literary skills. With Russia thrown into chaos by the fury of World War I and by Czar Nicholas II's abdication, Lenin left Switzerland and crossed enemy German lines to arrive at Petrograd on April 16, 1917. Seven months later, under Lenin's leadership, the Bolsheviks seized power in Russia. He oversaw the creation of the USSR and ruled over the world's first communist state until his death in 1924.

1942

The island of Malta is awarded the George Cross for the heroism of the entire population against the continued German and Italian bombardment during World War II

1853

Opening of India's first railway. 

APRIL 17th
1961: Bay of Pigs Invasion

An army of 1,400 anti-Castro Cuban exiles who have been secretly recruited, trained, and funded by the United States invade their homeland at Bahia de Cochinos--the Bay of Pigs. American President John F. Kennedy, disturbed by Fidel Castro's two-year-old communist regime in Cuba, approved the invasion but at the last minute refused to order air support when it became apparent that the operation was doomed to failure. Within three days, the invasion force, abandoned by Kennedy and the American military, was forced to surrender to the communists. About 100 Cuban exiles were killed in the fighting. The disastrous operation was a great humiliation for the Kennedy administration and significantly increased Cold War tensions. Castro did not return the surviving Cuban exiles until the United States sent millions of dollars in humanitarian aid to Cuba.

1980

In Africa, Rhodesia becomes the independent nation of Zimbabwe. 

1924

Fascist leader Benito Mussolini wins the Italian Election.

1888

Formation of the English Football League

APRIL 18th
21: Luther defiant at Diet of Worms

Martin Luther, the chief catalyst of Protestantism, defies the Holy Roman Emperor 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.thehistorychannel.co.uk/site/encyclopedia/encyclopedia_main_page.php?page=article_show&search_term=m0019735&fullhead=Charles+V+%281500%E2%80%931558%29" Charles V by refusing to recant his writings. He had been called to Worms, Germany, to appear before the Diet (assembly) of the Holy 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.thehistorychannel.co.uk/site/encyclopedia/encyclopedia_main_page.php?page=article_show&search_term=m0033910&fullhead=Roman+Empire" Roman Empire and answer to charges of heresy. Martin Luther was a professor of biblical interpretation at the University of Wittenberg in Germany. In 1517, he drew up his 95 theses condemning the Catholic Church for its corrupt practice of selling indulgences, the forgiveness of sins. Luther followed up the revolutionary work with equally controversial and groundbreaking theological works, and his fiery words set off religious reformers across Europe. In 1521, the pope excommunicated him and he was called to appear before the emperor at the Diet of Worms to defend his beliefs. Refusing to recant or rescind his positions, Luther was declared an outlaw and a heretic. Powerful German princes protected him, however, and by his death in 1546, his ideas had significantly altered the course of Western thought.

1970

Apollo 13, carrying three United States astronauts, splashes down safely after a five day rescue operation in space which began with an explosion on board the spacecraft during their journey to land on the Moon. 

1968

London Bridge is sold for £1m to American oil tycoon Robert McCullough. He decides to knock it down, brick by brick, and have it re-built at Lake Havasu in the United States.

1966

Despite receiving almost universal criticism, the film 'The Sound of Music' wins an Oscar after taking more than £60m during its first year on release.

1949

The Republic of Ireland Act comes into force as Eire (Southern Ireland) becomes a Republic and leaves the British Commonwealth.

1934

The world's first launderette opens in Fort Worth, Texas, USA. It is called a Washateria.

1909

Pope Pius X beatifies Joan of Arc.

1906

A major earthquake in San Francisco, USA kills more than 1,000 people. The initial earthquake and the subsequent fires destroy large sections of the city leaving a quarter of a million homeless.

1881

Opening of the Natural History Museum in London.

APRIL 19th
1824: Lord Byron dies

Lord Byron, the great English poet, dies from a fever in Missolonghi, Greece. Mourned as a national hero in Greece, Byron had donated £4,000 to the Greek 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.thehistorychannel.co.uk/site/encyclopedia/encyclopedia_main_page.php?page=article_show&search_term=m0010986&fullhead=navy" navy and personally came to the country to unite nationalist factions in their struggle for independence from the Turks. He died shortly after taking command of a brigade of Christian Souliot guerrillas from the Greek region of Epirus. Remembered for his epic poems Childe Harold's Pilgrimage and Don Juan, Byron was one of the most popular poets of his day and the epitome of the sensual Romantic figure. His idealistic accounts of his travels to Greece did much to awaken Europe to the plight of the Greeks under Ottoman rule.

1958

Legendary English footballer Bobby Charlton makes the first of his 106 appearances for England against Scotland and scores the first of his record 49 goals for his country.

1951

The first Miss World Contest is won by a 21 year old from Sweden. The contest is devised by Mecca publicity officer, Eric Morley, as part of the Festival of Britain celebrations.

APRIL 20th
1902: Curies isolate radium

On this day, Marie and Pierre Curie successfully isolate the radioactive substance radium from the mineral pinchblende in their laboratory in Paris. The Curies discovered radium in 1898, along with another element that Marie named polonium, in honor of her native Poland. For their groundbreaking work on radioactivity, the Curies were awarded the 1903 Nobel Prize in Physics. In 1906, Pierre Curie died, but Marie continued her work, isolating pure radium in 1910, which earned her a second Nobel, the 1911 prize in chemistry. Marie Sklodowska Curie, the first woman to win a Nobel Prize, had become the first person to win it twice. Radium was later used to treat cancer and was important in the development of nuclear physics.

1989

Scientists say the Earth has narrowly missed being struck by a passing asteroid weighing 400 million tons.

1970

US President Richard Nixon announces that 150,000 American troops are to be withdrawn from the fighting in Vietnam. 

1945

World War II: Soviet troops enter the outskirts of Berlin. 

1821

Edgar Allan Poe's book, 'Murders In The Rue Morgue, considered to be the world's first modern detective story, is published in America.

1792

France declares war on Austria. 

APRIL 21st
753BC: Traditional date for the founding of Rome by Romulus.

According to legend, on April 21, 753 B.C., Romulus and his twin brother Remus found Rome on the site where the twins were suckled by a she-wolf as orphaned infants. Romulus would later murder Remus and name the settlement after himself. Over the next 1,000 years, the city of Rome grew steadily from a regional power to the heart of the great Roman Empire. After centuries of domination in the classical world, Emperor Constantine transferred the empire's capital to Constantinople in 330 A.D., and the mighty city of Rome fell prey to barbarian invasions. Although the papacy stood firm in Rome into the Middle Ages, it was not until the 15th century that Pope Nicholas V began to restore Rome to its former grandeur.

1907

Political clubs in Ireland merge to form the Sinn Fein League.

1898

The United States of America formerly recognises the independence of Cuba. 

1873

Formation of the Mounties, the Canadian North-West Mounted Police.

1509

Henry VIII becomes King of England following the death of his father, Henry VII. 

APRIL 22nd

1915: Germans use poison gas for the first time

German forces shock Allied soldiers along the Western Front by firing 168 tons of lethal chlorine gas against two French divisions and one Canadian division at Ypres, Belgium. This was the first major gas attack by the Germans, and it devastated the Allied line. Immediately after the attack, France and Britain began developing their own chemical weapons and gas masks. With the Germans taking the lead, an extensive number of projectiles filled with deadly substances such as mustard gas polluted the trenches of World War I. Using sophisticated gas masks and protective clothing, however, soldiers on both sides eventually negated the military importance of chemical weapons. The Geneva Protocol of 1925 banned the use of chemical weapons in war and the belligerents of World War II largely honored this agreement, primarily for strategic military reasons. Since then, chemical weapons have only been used in a handful of conflicts, and always against forces that lacked gas masks.

1956

China appoints the Dalai Lama as Chairman of the Committee to prepare Tibet for regional autonomy within the Chinese People's Republic.

1945

World War II: Allied forces capture Bologna in Italy. 

1943

Britain discontinues printing £1,000 notes.

1915

World War I: Start of the Second Battle of Ypres.

1915

1838

British steamer Sirius becomes the first steamship to cross the Atlantic Ocean from England to New York. The voyage takes 18 days and 10 hours.

1529

Spain and Portugal sign the Treaty of Saragossa defining each others interests in the Pacific Ocean.

APRIL 23rd

1564: William Shakespeare born

It is commonly believed that the great English dramatist and poet William Shakespeare is born in Stratford-upon-Avon on April 23, 1564. Actually, it is impossible to be certain exactly the day on which he was born, just as it is impossible to prove conclusively if it was the Shakespeare from Stratford who displayed such literary and theatrical mastery. However, it is certain that no plays have been performed or analyzed as much as the 36 plays ascribed to him. These works, such as Hamlet, Romeo and Juliet, and King Lear, are known worldwide, and, as frequent modern adaptation attests, continue to be relevant 400 years after they were composed.

1968

First decimal coins appear in Britain - the 5p and 10p pieces which replace the 1 shilling and 2 shilling coins.

1967

Russian cosmonaut Vladimir Komarov becomes the first man to die in space.

1945

World War II: Russian troops, advancing through Germany, liberate the Sachsenhausen and Ravensbrueck concentration camps.

1941

World War II: Surrender of the Greek Army to the Germans. King George of the Hellenes and members of the Greek Government flee the country.

1661

Charles II is crowned King of England - completing the restoration of the monarchy. His father, Charles I, had been beheaded by Oliver Cromwell following the English Civil War. 

APRIL 24th
1916: Easter Rebellion in Ireland

In Dublin, Irish nationalists led by Patrick Pearse launch the Easter Rebellion against British rule. The nationalists attacked British provincial government headquarters across the Irish capital and seized the Dublin post office. Following these successes, they proclaimed the independence of Ireland, and by the next morning were in control of much of the city. Later that day, however, British authorities launched a counteroffensive, and by April 29 the uprising had been crushed. Pearce and 14 other nationalist leaders were executed for their parts in the Easter Rebellion, and were held up as martyrs by many in Ireland. Armed protest continued, and in 1922 most of Ireland won independence with the declaration of the Irish Free State. Six northern counties of the island remained part of United Kingdom, and some nationalists reorganized themselves into the Irish Republican Army (IRA) to continue their struggle for Irish independence.

1949

In Britain, the end of rationing of children's sweets and chocolates which had been introduced during World War II. 

1900

First issue of British newspaper the Daily Express. Founded by Arthur Pearson.

APRIL 25th
1990: Space telescope in orbit

On this day, the Hubble Space Telescope is placed in orbit by the U.S. space shuttle Discovery. The space telescope, conceived in the 1940s, designed in the 1970s, and built in the 1980s, was designed to give astronomers an unparalleled view of the solar system, the galaxy, and the universe. Initially, Hubble's operators suffered a setback when a lens aberration was discovered, but a repair mission by space-walking astronauts in 1993 successfully fixed the problem. Free of atmospheric distortions, Hubble has a resolution 10 times that of ground-based observatories. Among its many astronomical achievements, Hubble has been used to record a comet's collision with Jupiter, provide a direct look at the surface of Pluto, view distant galaxies, gas clouds, and black holes, and see billions of years into the universe's past.

1983

In Germany, the magazine Stern publishes extracts from what its claims to be the diaries of Adolf Hitler. Extracts are also published in English newspaper, the Sunday Times. The diaries are later discovered to have been fakes.

1969

BBC Radio serial Mrs Dale's Diary ends after 21 years and more than 5,400 episodes. Her final words are: "I'm rather worried about Jim...."

1915

World War I: Australian, New Zealand, British and French forces begin landing on the Gallipoli Peninsular to attack Turkish positions.

1859

Work begins on building the 100-mile long Suez Canal. 

1792

The guillotine, Dr Guillotin's improved device for beheading people, is first used in Paris to remove the head of a convicted highwayman. 

APRIL 26th
1986: Nuclear disaster at Chernobyl

The worst nuclear power plant accident to date occurs at the Chernobyl nuclear power station in the USSR. The explosion of the Soviet reactor spurred a radioactive scare in Scandinavia even before it was publicly confirmed by the Soviets. Radiation levels jumped to 50 times normal in Sweden and at Chernobyl 32 people died and dozens more suffered radiation burns in the opening days of the crisis. Only after Swedish authorities reported the fallout did Soviet authorities reluctantly admit that an accident had occurred. An estimated 5,000 Soviet citizens eventually died from cancer and other radiation-induced illnesses caused by their exposure to the Chernobyl radiation and millions more had their health adversely affected. In 2000, the last working reactors at Chernobyl were shut down and the plant was officially closed.

APRIL 27th

1521: Magellan killed in the Philippines


After traveling three-quarters of the way around the globe, Portuguese navigator Ferdinand Magellan is killed during a tribal skirmish on Mactan Island. Magellan was helping a local chief conquer a rival tribe when he was injured and left behind by his retreating comrades. In 1520, his expedition had set out from Spain to find a western passage to Indonesia. After sailing through the dangerous straits below South America that now bear his name, he became the first European to reach the Pacific Ocean from the Atlantic. Encountering waters so strangely calm that Magellan named the ocean Pacific, his fleet spent 99 days making their westward crossing. After his death in the Philippines, his ships continued the journey and one of the five original ships returned to Spain in September 1522, thus completing the first circumnavigation of the world.

1941

World War II: Athens falls to the German invaders after 180 days of Greek resistance.

1937

The world's longest suspension bridge, the Golden Gate Bridge in San Francisco, is officially opened. Its length: 4,200 feet.

APRIL 28th
1945: Mussolini hanged

On this day, Benito Mussolini--Il Duce of Fascist Italy--is executed in Milan. After coming to power, Mussolini spoke of building Italy into another Roman Empire, but his country soon became a puppet of its Axis partner, Nazi 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.thehistorychannel.co.uk/site/encyclopedia/encyclopedia_main_page.php?page=article_show&search_term=m0029156&fullhead=Germany" Germany. Crushing defeats in North Africa and Greece crumbled Mussolini's empire, and in 1943, he was forced to escape and seek German protection after his government revolted against him. On April 28, 1945, as the Allies and the Italian Resistance liberated the last occupied Italian territory, irate citizens in Milan shot Mussolini and his mistress, and hung them by their feet for the world to see.

1994

Media mogul Silvio Berlusconi is named as the new Italian Prime Minister. 

1953

Japan is granted permission to re-introduce self-Government following the nation's defeat in World War II. 

1910

First FA Cup final at Wembley-famous for scenes of a policeman on a white horse controlling the crowds.

1770

British explorer Captain Cook discovers Botany Bay in Australia. 

APRIL 29th
1945: Dachau liberated

On April 29, 1945, American forces liberate Dachau, the first concentration camp established by Germany's Nazi regime. Established just five weeks after Adolf Hitler took power as chancellor in 1933, the camp was situated on the outskirts of the town of Dachau, just 12 miles north of Munich. Dachau became the model for other Nazi concentration camps and was also the first to use prisoners as human guinea pigs in medical experiments. At Dachau, Nazi scientists tested the effects of freezing and changes to atmospheric pressure on inmates, infected them with malaria and treated them with experimental drugs, and forced them to drink only seawater, among other savage experiments. Some 40,000 inmates died at Dachau and countless more passed through on their way to the death camps in Poland, where millions perished. Hitler tried to eliminate evidence of the atrocities as the Allied closed in, but not before the truth was revealed at Dachau and elsewhere. The Americans who liberated Dachau were so appalled by the scene that, within a few hours of arriving, they executed the German commandant and 500 of his troops.

1967

World heavyweight boxing champion Muhammad Ali is stripped of his title for refusing to be drafted into the US Army.

1945

World War II: Surrender of the German Army in Italy. 

1909

In a revolutionary budget, the British Chancellor David Lloyd George introduces a new 'supertax' of sixpence in the pound for anyone earning more than £5,000 a year. The new high level of supertax is to pay for old age pensions and re-armament of the armed forces.

1976

American tennis player Jennifer Capriati.

1965

Australian model Elle ('the body') Macpherson.

1943

Comic actor Eric Idle, a member of the internationally acclaimed comedy team : Monty Python's Flying Circus.

1943

Composer Vangelis.

1943

Former British Conservative Prime Minister John Major

1943

British actress Julie Goodyear.

1914

British journalist Chapman Pincher

1905

British artist Edward John Burra. . 

1902

British composer William Walton. Writes the film score for Hamlet (1947).

1981

Dr Eric Williams, aged 69, Prime Minister of Trinidad & Tobago.

1912

British explorer Captain Robert Falcon Scott dies in Antarctica along with the rest of his small party while returning from the South Pole.

APRIL 30th
1945: Hitler commits suicide

Nazi leader Adolf Hitler commits suicide. Before beginning his assault on Europe, Hitler had assured his followers that the Third Reich would last 1,000 years. Twelve years later, in the closing weeks of the Allied liberation, Hitler retreated into a bunker beneath the Chancellery as his empire collapsed. One day after he married his mistress, Eva Braun, Hitler and his new bride committed suicide by swallowing cyanide capsules. Red Amy soldiers found charred remains believed to be their bodies in a bomb crater two days later.

1975

Official end to the Vietnam War when the South Vietnamese Government surrenders to North Vietnam. Fighting had continued despite the signing of a peace treaty in 1973.

1938

FA Cup is televised on British TV for the first time.

1789

George Washington is sworn in as the first President of the United States of America. 

