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Opening Hymn: My Shepherd Is the Lord
All:
In the name of the Father, and of the son, and of the Holy Spirit, Amen.

Priest:
Welcome parents on this special day. When you brought your child to the church to be baptised, you accepted the responsibility of accompanying your child on his/her journey of Faith. Today, your child takes a step further on that journey.


And so I ask you, parents, what do you ask of God’s Church for your children?
Parents:
The celebration of God’s forgiveness in the Sacrament of Penance.

Priest:
Welcome, children, to this celebration of the love and forgiveness of God. Even if we sometimes forget God, God never forgets us. Even when we don’t love others, God still loves us. Today, we thank God for loving us.
Child:
Jesus showed love to the children.

All:
Jesus is our friend.

Child:
Jesus showed love to the sick.

All:
Jesus is our friend.

Child:
Jesus showed love to the lonely.

All:
Jesus is our friend.

Child:
Jesus showed love to the sad.

All:
Jesus is our friend.

Child:
Jesus showed love to sinners.

All:
Jesus is our friend.

Priest:
Let us sing our thanks and praise.

Hymn: God Wraps Us In His Love
Priest:
Today we are going to remember the times when we were untrue to ourselves and didn’t live up to the goodness that God sees in us:
· Times when we were selfish and thought only of ourselves;

· Times when we bullied someone weaker than us;

· Times when we behaved in thoughtless or uncaring ways;

· Times when we lost our way or strayed from the love of God and others;

We are going to ask God to search for us, to find us, just like the Good Shepherd found the lost sheep. We will listen now to the story of the Good Shepherd.

Liturgy of the Word (Children proceed to altar)

Priest:

Let us stand and listen to the Word of God.

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Luke. (Lk. 15:3-6)
All:

Glory to you, Lord.

Priest:
So he told them this parable: “Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he finds it? When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbours, saying to them, “Rejoice with me, for I have just found my sheep that was lost”.


This is the Word of the Lord.

All:

Thanks be to God

HOMILY

Examination of Conscience
Priest:
We thank God for making each one of us special. We thank God for the goodness that is in each one of us. Jesus recognised the goodness that is in children. But sometimes we don’t live up to the goodness that Jesus saw in children. 
Let us think of the times when we didn’t live as Jesus asked us to.

Child:

Sometimes we do selfish things.

All:

We ask God to forgive us.

Child:
Sometimes we break things belonging to ourselves and others.

All:

We ask God to forgive us.

Child:
Sometimes we lose our tempers and shout and yell.

All:

We ask God to forgive us.

Child:

Sometimes we don’t share with others.

All:

We ask God to forgive us.

Child:
Sometimes we don’t do what we are told to do.

All:

We ask God to forgive us.

Child:
Sometimes we forget to pray to God our Father.

All:

We ask God to forgive us.

Priest:
The Good Shepherd searched for the Lost Sheep. God is like the Good Shepherd. When we get lost, God comes to look for us. We will now tell God, who loves us like a loving mother and loving father, about the times when we were lost. We will ask God to find us and bring us back, to forgive us for the wrong things we have done. When Jesus wanted to be quiet and still, the Holy Spirit led Him into the wilderness. Let us now become quiet and still and say together the Prayer for Forgiveness.
All:

Prayer for Forgiveness


O my God, help me to remember

The times when I didn’t live as Jesus asked me to.


Help me to be sorry and to try again. Amen.

Liturgy of Reconciliation

All:

Confiteor


I confess to almighty God,



And to you, my brothers and sisters,



That I have sinned through my own fault,



In my thoughts and in my words,



In what I have done,



And in what I have failed to do;



And I ask blessed Mary, ever Virgin,



All the angels and saints



And you my brothers and sisters,



To pray for me to the Lord our God. Amen.

Hymn: The Way To Be
Children proceed to altar

Hymn:

Our Father

Individual Confession and Absolution

Priest:
Now that you have all received the forgiveness of God our Father, let us say together the Prayer After Forgiveness.
All:

Prayer After Forgiveness


O my God, thank you for forgiving me.



Help me to love others.



Help me to live as Jesus asked me to. Amen.

Priest:
I now invite parents to come forward and bless your child on the ears and mouth as was done on the day they were baptised. The Lord Jesus made the deaf hear and the dumb speak. May he touch your ears to receive his word, and bless your mouth to proclaim his faith, to the praise and glory of God.
All:

Amen.

Concluding Rite

Priest:
May God bless all those who care for and love these children.

We thank God for the gift of children.

All: 

Amen.

Priest:
May God bless all those who accompany these children on their faith journey.

We thank God for the gift of children.

All:

Amen.

Priest:

Go in peace and live like Jesus.

All:

Amen.

Priest:

Go in peace and love one another.

All:

Amen.

Priest:
May almighty God bless you all. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

All:

Amen.

Closing Hymn: Connected
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Care for me Lord,

As though you were a shepherd,

And I, a sheep of your flock.

Lead me to the comfort

Of quiet and peace.

Lead me to walk through the world

In your footsteps.

Even when there is sadness and shadow

I shall not be afraid

Or lose hope.

You are with me

In good times and in bad.

Care for me always, Lord,

As though you were a shepherd

And I, a sheep of your flock.
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