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May 24th, 2008
Introductory Rite:
Entrance Hymn:    This Is The Day.

Priest:
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

All:
 
Amen.

Greetings:

Priest:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

All:

And also with you.

Penitential Rite:

Priest:
Jesus showed us how much God our Father loves us. He also showed us how God our Father wants us to live. He asks us to show love to our parents and families at home, to our friends in school and at play.

Child:

Lord Jesus you came to show us how to love.


 
Lord, have mercy.

All:
 
Lord, have mercy.

Child:
Lord Jesus, you forgive us when we are being selfish and think 
 only of ourselves.

                
Christ, have mercy.

All:
 
Christ, have mercy.

Child:
Lord Jesus, you are the Good Shepherd who searches for us when we are lost. 

                
Lord, have mercy.

All:          
Lord, have mercy.

Gloria:
Sung

Opening Prayer:

Priest:
Let us pray that we may come to know and love God.

Loving God, you love us like a loving mother loves her children, and you care for us like a loving father cares for his children. Help us to learn to love you with an open heart.


  
We ask this through Christ, our Lord.

All:
 
Amen


Liturgy of the Word

First Reading: (1 John 4:7,11,12)

Reader:
 A reading from the First Letter of St. John

“Let us love one another, because love is from God: Everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. Since God loves us so much, we also ought to love one another. If we love one another, God lives in us.”



The Word of the Lord.

All: 

Thanks be to God

Responsorial Psalm:
My Shepherd is the Lord (sung)
Gospel Acclamation:
Halle Halle (sung)
Gospel Reading:

Priest:
The Lord be with you.

All: 
 
And also with you.

Priest:
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Mark (5:21-24, 38-43)

All:
 
Glory to you, Lord.

Priest:
When Jesus had crossed again in the boat to the other side, a great crowd gathered around him; and he was by the sea. Then one of the leaders of the synagogue named Jairus came and, when he saw him, fell at his feet and begged him repeatedly, “My little daughter is at the point of death. Come and lay your hands on her, so that she may be made well, and live”. So he went with him.

When they came to the house of the leader of the synagogue, he saw a commotion, people weeping and wailing loudly. When he had entered, he said to them, “Why do you make a commotion and weep? The child is not dead but sleeping”. And they laughed at him. Then he put them all outside, and took the child’s father and mother and those who were with him, and went in where the child was. He took her by the hand and said to her, “Little girl, get up!” And immediately the girl got up and began to walk about (she was twelve years of age). At this they were overcome with amazement. He told them to give her something to eat.

Priest:

The Gospel of the Lord.

All:


Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Homily

Prayers of the Faithful:

Priest:
Having listened to the Word of God in the Gospel, let us now think of our needs and turn to God in prayer.

Reader:
We pray to the Lord.

Response:
Lord, hear our prayer.
Liturgy of the Eucharist
Presentation of Gifts:

(The children bring the bread and wine to the altar )

Offertory Hymn:        Instrumental
Prayer over the Gifts:

Priest:     
Lord be pleased with the gifts we bring to your altar. May we continue to grow in your love. We ask this through Christ our Lord.

All:         
Amen.

Connections Prayers:

Priest:
Lord our God, we know that you are always with us. We know that we are connected to your love. We now thank you for all the people we are connected to.
Response:  
We give thanks and praise to God.

Hymn:
Connected (Sung by First Communicants)
(Eucharistic Prayer II for children )
Priest:
The Lord be with you.

All:

And also with you.

Priest:
Lift up your hearts.

All:

We lift them up to the Lord.

Priest:
Let us give thanks to the Lord Our God.

All:

It is right to give him thanks and praise.
Priest:
God, our loving Father, we are glad to give you thanks and praise because you love us. With Jesus we sing your praise:
All:
Glory to God in the highest.
Priest:
Because you love us, you gave us this great and beautiful world. With Jesus we sing your praise:

All:
Glory to God in the highest.
Priest:
Because you love us, you sent Jesus your son to bring us to you and to gather us around him as the children of one family. With Jesus we sing your praise:

All:
Glory to God in the highest.
Priest:
For such great love we thank you with the angels and saints as they praise you and sing:

All:

Sanctus (Holy Holy) - Sung
Priest:
Blessed be Jesus, whom you sent to be the friend of children and of the poor. He came to show us how we can love you, Father, by loving one another. He came to take away sin, which keeps us from being friends, and hate, which makes us all unhappy. He promised to send the Holy Spirit, to be with us always so that we can live as your children.
All:
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
Priest:
God our Father, we now ask you to send your Holy Spirit to change these gifts of bread and wine + into the body and blood of Jesus Christ our Lord. The night before he died, Jesus your son showed us how much you love us. When he was at supper with his disciples, he took bread, and gave you thanks and praise. Then he broke the bread, gave it to his friends, and said:

Take this, all of you, and eat it. This is my body which will be given up for you.

All:
Jesus has given his life for us.
Priest:
When supper was ended, Jesus took the cup that was filled with wine. He thanked you, gave it to his friends, and said:


Take this, all of you, and drink from it. This is the cup of my blood, the blood of the new and everlasting covenant. It will be shed for you and for all so that sins may be forgiven.

All:
Jesus has given his life for us.
Priest:
Then he said to them:


Do this in memory of me.


And so, loving Father, we remember that Jesus died and rose again to save the world. He put himself into our hands to be the sacrifice we offer you.
Memorial Acclamation: 
Christ has died (Sung)
Priest:
Lord our God, listen to our prayer. Send the Holy Spirit to all of us who share in this meal. May the Spirit bring us closer together in the family of the church, with Benedict our Pope, Christopher our Bishop, all other bishops and all who serve your people.
All:
We praise you, we bless you, we thank you.
Priest:
Gather us all together into your kingdom. There we shall be happy for ever with the Virgin Mary, Mother of God and our mother. There all the friends of Jesus the Lord will sing a song of joy.

All:
We praise you, we bless you, we thank you.
Priest:   
Through him,
With him,
In him,

In the unity of the Holy Spirit,
All glory and honour is yours, Almighty Father,
Forever and ever.

All:

Amen
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Communion Rite:

(Children take their places on the altar for the Our Father)

Priest: 
Let us pray together to God our Father in the words that Jesus taught us.

All:

Our Father (sung)
Priest:
Deliver us, Lord, from every evil, and grant us peace in our day. In your mercy keep us free from sin and protect us from all anxiety as we wait in joyful hope for the coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ.
All:
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever.
Priest:
Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles: I leave you peace, my peace I give you. Look not on our sins, but on the faith of your church, and grant us the peace and unity of your kingdom where you live for ever and ever.
All:

Amen.

Sign of Peace

Priest:   
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
All:        
And also with you.
Priest:   
Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
Hymn:
My Peace I Give to You (Sung)
Breaking of the Bread
Priest:   
May this mingling of the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ bring eternal life to all those who receive it.

All:       
Agnus Dei

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,

Have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,

Have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,

Grant us peace.

Invitation to Holy Communion;

Priest:    
This is the Bread of Life. It is the Lamb of God. Come and receive him in your First Holy Communion. Happy are those who are called to his supper.

All:        
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word and I shall be healed.
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All:     
Prayer Before Communion


Lord Jesus, come to me.



Lord, Jesus, give me your love.

Lord Jesus, come to me and give me yourself.

Lord Jesus, friend of children, come to me.

Lord Jesus, you are my Lord and my God.

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
Parents join their children for the reception of Holy Communion.

Communion Hymns:
Céad Míle Failte Romhat

If I were a Butterfly
Bind Us Together, Lord
All:     
Prayer After Communion


Lord Jesus, I love and adore you.



You’re a special friend to me.

Welcome, Lord Jesus, O welcome.

Thank you for coming to me.

Thank you, Lord Jesus, O thank you

For giving yourself to me.

Make me strong to show your love

Wherever I may be.

Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask you to stay

Close by me forever and love me, I pray.

Bless all of us children in your loving care

And bring us to heaven to live with you there.

I’m ready now, Lord Jesus,

To show how much I care.

I’m ready now to give your love
At home and everywhere. Amen.
Communion Reflection:

A Parent’s Blessing


When you were born
Our hearts were so full of happiness

That there was no room in us

For words.

When you were growing

Our hearts were so full of care for you

That we spoke soothingly

And sometimes sharply,

Fearful for your safety,

But always

In the deepest places of our hearts

We spoke lovingly.

Today,

As we watch you

Moving forward with your friends

We marvel at all you have done

And become.

Our spirits sing praise to God

For the gift that is you.

And, though our hearts

Have stretched to love others,

Yet, there is a place within us

That is yours, and only yours

Always.

For the light you have shone on us,

For the life you have called us to,

For the special gift of God

You are now, and will ever be,

Thank you.

Christy Kenneally
Candle Ceremony
Each child’s baptismal candle receives a light from the Pascal Candle. Parents pass the lighted candle to their child as a sign of the passing on of the faith. Parents reflect with their child the day of their baptism
Hymn:
This Little Light of Mine
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Prayer After Communion:
Priest:
Loving God, each day we see signs of your love and goodness all around us.

Bless these children who have shared in the Bread of Life today. May they know your love and protection.

May they learn from the love of Jesus, your Son.

We ask this through Christ  our Lord.

All:

Amen.

 Concluding Rite:
Priest:     
The Lord be with you.

All:          
And also with you.

Priest:     
May almighty God bless you, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit

All:          
Amen.

Priest:      
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

All:          
Thanks be to God.

Recessional Hymn:      Go the Mass is Ended
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