Figures of Speech #12

The Mind

Looking at language is one of the strand units of the revised English curriculum. Figures of Speech are an area of language that could be looked at by children in the middle and senior classes in the school. Figures of speech often confuse children as they only view the phrases in their literal sense. Here is a short list of figures of speech with reference to the mind in the phrase. How many other body phrases can your pupils add to the list? Can they find out what each one means?

· Mind over matter
· To make up your mind
· To have a good mind to do something
· To be in the right mind
· To be out of your mind
· To have something in mind
· To have an open/closed mind
· To be a mastermind
· To call something to mind
· To cast your mind back
· To know/not to know your own mind
· To have a mind of your own
· To be in two minds
· To change your mind
· “Mind you ….”

· To set your mind on something

· To be of one mind

· To put your mind to something

· To keep/bear something in mind

· To cross your mind

· To slip your mind

· To weigh on your mind

· To put your mind at rest

· To put something to the back of your mind

· To take your mind off something

· To speak your mind

· To give someone a piece of your mind

· To have the presence of mind to do something

· To broaden the mind
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