Figures of Speech #11A
The Body

Looking at language is one of the strand units of the revised English curriculum. Figures of Speech are an area of language that could be looked at by children in the middle and senior classes in the school. Figures of speech often confuse children as they only view the phrases in their literal sense. Here is a short list of figures of speech with reference to the body in the phrase. How many other body phrases can your pupils add to the list? Can they find out what each one means?

· To head for somewhere
· To get a head start
· To come to a head
· To be over your head
· To be on your head
· To be off your head
· To have a head for something
· To hold your head up high
· To keep a level head
· To lose your head
· To keep your head down
· To bite someone’s head off
· To take a head count
· To put your heads together
· To knock heads together
· To get something into your head
· To put ideas into someone’s head
· To make headway
· To knock something on the head
· To be soft in the head
· To be hot-headed
· To be at loggerheads
· To go to one’s head
· To have a swelled head
· For something to raise its ugly head
· Heads will roll
· To have something hanging over your head
· “You need your head examined”
· To bury your head in the sand
· To put your head on the chopping block
· To keep your head above water
· To have a head-on collision
· To fall head over heels in love
· To be head and shoulders above
· To have a good head on your shoulders
· To make neither head nor tail of something
· To hear a hair-raising story

· “Keep your hair on!”

· To be tearing your hair out

· To let your hair down

· To make your hair curl

· To split hairs

· To escape by a hair’s breadth

· To be two-faced

· To put a bold face on 

· To put a brave face on

· “That is a bare-faced lie”
· To look someone in the face

· To make faces

· To make a long face

· To keep a straight face

· “Let’s face it”

· To face up to something

· To show your face

· At face value

· A slap in the face

· To lose face

· To save face

· To wipe the smile off someone’s face

· To fall flat on your face

· To see someone eye to eye

· “There’s more in that than meets the eye”
· To cast your eye over something

· To be easy on the eye

· To be all eyes

· To be an eye-opener

· To have an eye for something

· To keep your eye on something/someone

· To shut your eyes to something

· “I could not believe my eyes”

· To cry your eyes out

· “My eye!”

· In the twinkling of an eye

· A private eye

· To clap your eye on someone

· To make eyes at someone

· The naked eye

· To be starry eyed

· To be in the public eye

· To give someone the glad eye

· In your mind’s eye

· “Your eyes are bigger than your stomach”

· An eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth

· Eye-ball to eye-ball

· Not to bat an eyelid

· To be high brow or low brow

· By the sweat of your brow

· To nose about

· To be nosy

· To be a nosy-parker

· To poke your nose into someone else’s business

· To get up someone’s nose
· To follow your nose
· To be under your nose

· To pay through the nose for something

· To rub someone’s nose in it

· To look down your nose at someone

· To turn your nose up at something

· To walk with your nose in the air

· To fail to see beyond the end of your nose

· To put someone’s nose out of joint

· To cut off your nose to spite your face

· To keep your nose clean

· To put your nose to the grindstone

· To be hard-nosed

· A nose-dive

· To give someone a thick nose

· To give someone a thick ear
· “Lend me your ear”

· To play it by ear

· To go in one ear and out the other

· “Could I have a word in your ear?”

· To be all ears

· To keep your ear to the ground

· To be still wet behind the ears

· “My ears are burning”
· To box someone’s ears

· To be out on your ear

· “I couldn’t believe my ears”
· To look down in the mouth

· To have a big mouth

· To leave a nasty taste in the mouth

· To put words into someone’s mouth

· To take the words out of someone’s mouth

· To make your mouth water

· By word of mouth

· To have the gift of the gab

· To keep your lips sealed

· To bite your lip

· “None of your lip!”

· To pay lip service

· To be tight lipped

· To have a sweet tooth

· To go over something with a fine tooth comb

· To be long in the tooth
· To give your eye teeth for something

· To give teeth to something

· To get your teeth into something

· To be fed up to the back teeth

· To be kicked in the teeth

· To grit your teeth

· To lie through your teeth

· To have a sharp tongue

· To be loose-tongued

· To keep a civil tongue in your head

· To speak tongue in cheek

· To set tongues wagging

· To get your tongue around a word

· To hold your tongue

· A slip of the tongue

· To be on the tip of your tongue

· To be tongue-tied

· “Have you lost your tongue?”

· To have a lump in your throat

· “The words stuck in my throat”

· To shove an idea down someone’s throat

· To jump down your throat
· To be at each others throats

· Cut-throat competition

· To give cheek to someone

· To have a cheek

· To turn the other cheek

· “Chin up!”

· To take it on the chin

· To have a chin-wag

· To be neck and neck

· To get it on the neck

· To stick your neck out

· To break your neck to do something

· To save someone’s neck

· To rubber neck

· To breathe down someone’s neck

· To be up to your neck in something
· To shoulder the blame
· To speak straight from the shoulder

· To give someone the cold shoulder

· To rub shoulders with

· To have a chip on your shoulder

· To be a shoulder to cry on

· To welcome someone with open arms

· To keep someone at arm’s length

· To be someone’s right arm

· “I would give my right arm to ……”

· To chance your arm

· To do something with one arm tied behind your back

· To twist someone’s arm

· To give someone the elbow

· “More power to your elbow!”

· To get a slap on the wrist
This is a Seomra Ranga resource. It is free of copyright for classroom use. All other uses are strictly © copyright. All rights reserved.

www.seomraranga.com


