Figures of Speech #9

Fish

Looking at language is one of the strand units of the revised English curriculum. Figures of Speech are an area of language that could be looked at by children in the middle and senior classes in the school. Figures of speech often confuse children as they only view the phrases in their literal sense. Here is a short list of figures of speech with reference to fish in the phrase. How many other fish phrases can your pupils add to the list? Can they find out what each one means?

· To be only a small fish

· To be a big fish in a small pond

· To be a queer fish

· To be an odd fish

· To drink like a fish

· To have other fish to fry

· To fish in troubled waters

· To fish for compliments

· To fish for information

· To go on a fishing expedition

· To introduce a red herring

· To be as slippery as an eel

· To be packed like sardines

· To be small fry

· “The world is your oyster”

· To be a shark

· To be a shark at cards
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