Figures of Speech #8

Birds

Looking at language is one of the strand units of the revised English curriculum. Figures of Speech are an area of language that could be looked at by children in the middle and senior classes in the school. Figures of speech often confuse children as they only view the phrases in their literal sense. Here is a short list of figures of speech with reference to birds in the phrase. How many other bird phrases can your pupils add to the list? Can they find out what each one means?

· To be an early bird

· To be an odd bird

· To be an early bird

· To eat from the early bird menu

· To be a jail bird

· To be free as a bird

· “A little bird told me….”

· To have a bird’s eye view

· A bird in the hand is worth two in the bush

· To kill two birds with the one stone

· To be able to charm the birds off the trees

· Birds of a feather flock together

· To be in fine feather

· To take someone under your wings

· To feather your own nest
· To have nest egg put away

· To rule the roost

· To come home to roost

· To lark about

· To be up with the lark

· One swallow doesn’t make a summer

· As the crow flies

· To have a hen party

· To be hen-pecked

· To give a cock and bull story

· To take a cockshot at someone

· To get up at cock-crow

· To chicken out of something

· “She’s no spring chicken”

· Don’t count your chickens

· To be paid chicken feed

· To be like a sitting duck

· To be a lame duck

· To be an ugly duckling

· Like water off a duck’s back

· To take to something like a duck to water

· To break one’s duck

· To cook someone’s goose

· To be on a wild goose chase

· Something that gives you goose pimples

· To kill the goose that lays the golden eggs

· What’s good for the goose is good for the gander

· To be your swan song

· To have an albatross around your neck

· To be as sick as a parrot
· To be as proud as a peacock

· To rise like a phoenix from the ashes

· To be as dead as a dodo

· To be as wise as an owl

· To be a night owl

· To have an eagle eye for something

· To be like a vulture

· To be like an ostrich
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