Figures of Speech #5

Life and Death

Looking at language is one of the strand units of the revised English curriculum. Figures of Speech are an area of language that could be looked at by children in the middle and senior classes in the school. Figures of speech often confuse children as they only view the phrases in their literal sense. Here is a short list of figures of speech relating to life and death. How many others life and death phrases can your pupils add to the list? Can they find out what each one means?
· “I can’t for the life of me see why ……”

· Even if his life depended on it

· To be as large as life

· “Not on your life!”

· “You can bet your life on it!”

· To run for dear life

· To be within an inch of one’s life

· To get a new lease of life

· To lead a charmed life

· To be the life and soul of the party

· To live the high life

· To be a low life

· To lead a double life

· “There’s life in the old dog yet!”

· “He couldn’t do it to save his life!”

· To live beyond your means

· You live and learn

· “I’ll never live it down”

· To live a lie

· To live it up

· To see how the other half lives

· To live rough

· To live with something

· Live and let live

· To be alive and kicking

· To be a live wire

· To be sick to death of something

· To catch your death

· To get the kiss of death

· To give the kiss of life

· To go for the kill

· To be a dead end

· To be in a dead end job

· To be dead beat

· In the dead of the night

· “I wouldn’t be seen dead in that!”

· “Over my dead body”

· To be dead and buried

· To stink to high heaven

· To put the fear of God into someone

· There, but for the grace of God, go I

· He thinks he’s God’s gift

· All hell broke loose

· Come hell or high water

· To do something for the hell of it

· To run hell for leather

· To play hell with

· To give someone hell
· To be hell bent on something

· To have the luck of the devil

· Speak of the devil

· Better the devil you know than the devil you don’t know
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