Figures of Speech #4

Time

Looking at language is one of the strand units of the revised English curriculum. Figures of Speech are an area of language that could be looked at by children in the middle and senior classes in the school. Figures of speech often confuse children as they only view the phrases in their literal sense. Here is a short list of figures of speech relating to time. How many others time phrases can your pupils add to the list? Can they find out what each one means?
· It’s high time

· She’s had a rough time

· To have the time of one’s life

· To be born ahead of your time

· For old time’s sake

· To be behind the times

· To take one’s time

· To fritter away the time

· To bide one’s time

· To have a rare old time

· Time is of the essence

· To be pressed for time

· Time is running out

· To be living on borrowed time

· In the nick of time

· To make up for lost time

· To have time on your hands

· To kill the time

· To serve your time

· To be very time consuming

· To play for time

· To move with the times

· To be light years away from something

· To be in the silly season

· To spring clean the house

· To be in the autumn of one’s life

· To have a Monday morning feeling

· Never in a month of Sundays

· To put on your Sunday best

· Day in, day out

· To be having an off day

· It’s just one of those days

· “I haven’t got all day”

· “It’s too late in the day”

· To call it a day

· It’s early days

· “That will be the day”

· To make someone’s day

· “At the end of the day …..”

· To carry the day

· To have a field day

· In the cold light of day

· The daily grind

· The day of reckoning

· To see daylight

· Daylight robbery

· To scare the living daylights out of someone

· To beat the living daylights out of someone

· “I wasn’t born yesterday!”

· To burn the midnight oil

· To be a fly-by-night

· In the small hours of the morning

· To put in a solid hour’s work

· To be in your of need

· The rush hour

· On the spur of the moment

· In the heat of the moment
· “She has her moments”

· The moment of truth

· The ripe old age

· To show one’s age

· To have a date

· To be dated

· To work around the clock

· To be a clock watcher

· To put the clock back

· To go like clockwork
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