Figures of Speech #2
The Elements

Looking at language is one of the strand units of the revised English curriculum. Figures of Speech are an area of language that could be looked at by children in the middle and senior classes in the school. Figures of speech often confuse children as they only view the phrases in their literal sense. Here is a short list of figures of speech with one of the elements in the phrase. How many other element phrases can your pupils add to the list? Can they find out what each one means?
· To be in one’s element

· To brave the elements

· To vanish into thin air

· To cut the atmosphere with a knife

· To put on airs

· To air your views

· To clear the air

· To be full of hot air

· To be walking on air

· To have plans that are up in the air

· To have airs and graces

· To water something down

· If an event was a watershed

· To have a water-tight alibi

· To pour oil on troubled waters

· To pour cold water on something

· For an argument to hold water

· To be just treading water

· To be dull as ditchwater

· To be in hot water

· To turn on the waterworks

· To go through fire and water

· To hang fire

· To add fuel to the fire

· To have many irons in the fire

· To play with fire

· To spread like wildfire

· To be an old flame

· To fan the flames

· To be down-to-earth

· To run to ground

· To pay the earth for something

· To have no earthly chance

· To move heaven and earth
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